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Abstract. This paper presents the results of a Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) survey
of the earth-fill dam of the Tasotkel Reservoir located in the Zhambyl Region of the Republic
of Kazakhstan. The relevance of the study is associated with the need to improve the reliability
and safety of hydraulic structures operating under long-term service conditions and seismic
activity. The aim of the study is to evaluate the effectiveness of the GPR method for detecting
hidden defects, moisture-rich zones, and local heterogeneities within the dam body and
foundation. The investigations were carried out using the OKO-3 Ground Penetrating Radar
system equipped with 250, 400, and 900 MHz antennas. A comprehensive inspection algorithm
was developed and validated, including collection of initial data, field measurements along
longitudinal and transverse survey profiles, digital signal processing, and engineering
interpretation of radargrams. Data processing involved dewow filtering, band-pass filtering,
signal gain correction, time-zero correction, and migration of reflected signals. The obtained
results showed that the dam body is generally characterized by a stable and relatively
homogeneous layered structure. Continuous reflecting horizons were identified on most
profiles without indications of critical disturbances. Local loosening zones were detected at
depths of 0.5-1.5 m, while areas of increased moisture content were identified at depths of 1.0-
3.0 m, manifested by signal attenuation and scattered reflection patterns. Hyperbolic
anomalies associated with local heterogeneities of the soil mass were recorded on several
profiles. The probable contact boundary between the dam body and the foundation was traced
at depths of approximately 3.5-4.5 m and exhibited a relatively stable character. It was
established that the actual piezometric levels are 3.1-7.2 m lower than the design values,
indicating satisfactory seepage conditions and high drainage capacity of the foundation soils.

Keywords: hydraulic structures, Ground Penetrating Radar, earth-fill dam, non-
destructive testing, seepage, loosening, moisture content.
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"KACBIPBIH AKAYJIAPABI AHBIKTAY KOHE TEXHUKAJBIK
"KAFJIAVBIH BATAJIAY YIITIH OKO-3 TEOPAJIAPBIH
KOJIJAHA OTBIPBIN TMJIPOTEXHUKAJIBIK
KYPBLIBIMJIAPIBI BY3BAI T'EOPATUOJOKALIMSIBIK
3EPTTEY

"K.H. Moanamyparos'? ® | K. M. Wibscosa? © | H.U. Barnn'*® , I'T. Kapexen'?®
H.A. lanmaéaes> © | C.E. Opa?.ms"“B , A.M. Ecenkenaun’

1XalJILIKapaJIHK 6111iM Gepy kopropanuscel, Anmarsl, Kazakcran

2Kazak 0ac coyneT-Kypblibic akajgemuschl, Anmarsl, Kazakcran
«CrpoiiTexOkcnepruza» XKIIC, Tapaz, Kazakcran

*¥ g1 TTetp areiparsl CankT-IleTepOypr NONTHTEXHUKAJIBIK YHUBEPCUTETI,
Cankr-IletepOypr, Peceii

Anpatna. Makanaoa Kazakcman — Pecnyonuxacvinoly — JKambwin — obnviceinoa
opHanackan  Tacemken ¢y  KOUMACLIHbIY — MONbIpAKMbL  O62emine  AHCypeiziieeH
2e0paouUoIOKayUsIbIK 3epmme)y Hamudicesepi Ycoblublian. 3epmmeyoiy e3ekminici Y3ax
Mep3iM  NauoalaHblIbln  Kelle JHCAMKAH JHCOHe CeUCMUKANbIK OeiceHOi aumaxmapoa
OPHANACKAH 2UOPOMEXHUKANLIK KYPbLIbIMOAPObIH CEeHIMOLNiei MeH Kayincizoicin apmmulpy
Kaxcemminicimer oOaunanvicmol. Kymvlcmoly makcamol - 662em OeHeci MeH He2iziHoezi
HCACHIPLIH  aKaynapobl, — bLIRALOLLILIZLL  HCOAPLL  AUMAKMAPObL  HCIHE  IHCEPILNIKMI
Oipmexcizdikmepoi aHbLIKMay YuliH 2eopaouoioKayusivlk 20icmiy muimoinicin 6asanay.
3epmmeynep 250, 400 scone 900 MI'y osrcuinikmi anmennanapmen sxcabovikmanzan OKO-3
2eopaoapsl apKwulLibl OpbiHOALObL. bacmankvl manimemmepoi Huray, 6OUNbIK HcaHe KONOeHeH
npoghunvoep OOUbIHWA OANANbIK OaWeYIep HCYP2i3y, CUSHALIOAPObl YUPDPAbIK OHOEY JHCIHe
paoapozpamMmanapobl UHMCEHEPNIK UHMEPNpemayusinay KeseHoepin KammumbvlH KeuleHOl
3epmmey ancopummi a3ipienin, madxicipudede coinanovl. Manimemmepoi enoey bapwvicvliHOA
MmeMeH Jcuinikmi Opetipmi 24cot0, JHCONAKMBIK Cy32iney, CUSHANO0bl Kyuietmy, HONI0iK
VaKulmmol My3emy OJiCoHe UARBLIZAH CUSHANO0apObl MUSpayusngay npoyeodypaiapsl
KONOaHbLIObl. 3epmmey Hamudicenepi bocem OeHECIHIH HCANNnbl an2aHoa MYpaKmol HCIHe
canvlcmulpmansl mypoe Oipmexkmi Kabammol KYpolIbIMMeH CURAMMAIAMbIHbIH KOpCemmi.
Ilpogpunvoepdiy bacvim benicinde Kypoeni OY3vlnynapovly Oencinepincis y30iKci3 uazbliblcy
eopuzonmmapwsl anvikmanovl. Tepenoiei 0,5-1,5 m apanvizviHOa dcepeinikmi mvlebl30blebl
memen aumaxmap, an 1,0-3,0 m mepenOikme cucHanr amnaumyOdcvlHvly dicipeyi MeH
WARBLILICYIAPObIY  WAUBIPAHKLL  CUNAMbBIMEH  epeKuileeHemil  blIaniobliblebl HCOLApbl
aumakmap anvikmanowl. Kexeneeen npoghunvoepoe mMonvipax MAaccusiniy Hcepeinikmi
Oipmexcizoikmepimer OQUlanblcmbl eUnepoOoNanvblK anomanusiap mipkendi. becem oemneci
MeH Hez2i3 apacblHOa2bl bIKMUMAN uiekapa wiamamer 3,5-4,5 m mepenoikme aHblKmManwin,
canvicmulpmansl mypoe mypakmel cunam kepcemmi. Hakmul noezomempusnvix oeneeiinepoiy
AHcoOanviK Monoepoer 3, 1-7,2 m momen ekenoiei aHblKmanowvl, Oy bocemmity Quibmpayusiivbix
HCAR0AUBIHBIY KAHARAMMAHAPIBIK 0eHeeloe eKeHiH HCaHe He2l3 MONbIpaKmapblHbll HCOAPbl
OpeHatcoblK Kabinemin kopcemeoi.

Tyilin ce3aep: cuopomexHukanvlx KypoliblmMoap, 2eopaouoilokayus, mMonulpaKmol
bocem, Oy30ail baxviiay, Gurbmpayusi, Mulebl30bl2bl MOMEH AUMAKmMap, bla2aniobllblK.
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HAYYHAA CTATBA

HEPA3ZPYHIAIOIIEE 'EOPAJJUOJIOKALIMOHHOE
OBCJIEJOBAHUE 'MAPOTEXHUYECKHUX COOPYKEHUH C
IHPUMEHEHUWEM I'EOPAJIAPA OKO-3 U151 BBIABJIEHUA
CKPbBITBIX JE®PEKTOB 1 OHEHKH TEXHUYECKOI'O
COCTOsAAHUA
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"Mextynapoanas o6pasoBaresibHas Kopropanus, Anmarsl, Kazaxcran

Kazaxckasi FOJIOBHAs apXUTEKTYPHO-CTPOMTENbHAs akafeMus, Anmarsl, Kazaxcran
3TOO «CrpoitTexDxcneptusar, Tapas, Kazaxcran

*Cankr-TlerepOyprekuii monmuTexuudeckuii yausepeuter Ierpa Benukoro,
Canxkr-IlerepOypr, Poccus

AHHOTAUMsA. B cmamve npedcmasienvl pe3yibmamsl 2e0paouoioKayuOHHO20 00C1e008aHUs
epyHmosou naomunvl Tacomkenbcko2o B000XPAHUIUWA, PACNONONCEHHO20 6 KambOvlicKkou
obnacmu Pecnyonruxu Kazaxcman. Akmyansnocmo ucciedosanusi 00yciogiena Heodxooumocmsio
NOBbIUEHUSA HAOEHCHOCIU U Oe30NACHOCIU 2UOPOMEXHUUECKUX COOPYIHCEHU, IKCNILYAMUPYeMbIX 8
VCA0BUAX ONUMENLHO20 CPOKA CLYiHcObl U celicmuueckou akmugnocmu. Llenvio pabomul aensemcs
oyeHKa 3pexmusHocmu 2eopaduoIoKaAYUOHHO20 Memooa OJisl BbIAGNIEHUS CKPLIMbIX 0eheKmos,
30H HOBLIUEHHO20 B1A20CO0EPAHCAHUS U JIOKANbHBIX HEOOHOPOOHOCmelU 6 mene NIOMUHbL U
ocHoganuu. Hccneoosanus 6vinonHeHvl ¢ ucnoivzoganuem 2eopaoapa OKO-3 ¢ ammennamu
yacmomotui 250, 400 u 900 MIy. Paszpaboman u anpodbupoéan KOMHIEKCHLIU aAN20PUMM
obcnedosanus, GKIOUAOWUL COOpP UCXOOHbIX OAHHbLIX, NOJeble UBMEPEHUsi No cucmeme
NPOOONILHLIX U NONepeyHvlx npodhunel, yuppogyo 006pabomKy CUSHAN08 U UHHCEHEPHYIO
unmepnpemayuto paoapozpamm. Odpabomra OAHHBIX BLINOJHALACH C NPUMEHEeHUeM Npoyeoyp
yoanenus HU3KO4acmomuo2o opeligha, nonocoeol Guibmpayuu, YCUleHus CUSHALd, KOppeKyuu
HY1e8020 8pemMeHU U mMuspayuu ompadxcenuti. [lo pezynbmamam ucciedo8anutl ycmanoeieHo, 4mo
mejio NIOMUHbL 8 YEIOM XAPAKMePU3yemcs yCmouuueou u OMmHOCUMENbHO 00HOPOOHOU CLOUCTON
cmpykmypou. Ha 6onvuwuncmee npoguiell npociexicusaomcs HenpepvigHvle Ompajicaroujue
2opu3onmsl 6e3 NPUIHAKO8 KPUMUYECKUX HapyuleHutl. Boisgnenst 10KaibHble 30Hbl pa3ynaomMHeHUs
Ha enyoune 0,5-1,5 M, a maxoice yuacmru nogvluleHH020 61azocooepiicanus Ha enyoune 1,0-3,0 m,
NPOAGNAIOWUECS CHUNCEHUEM AMNAUMYObl CUSHALA U PACCEAHHbIM Xapakmepom ompadicenull. Ha
OmMOenbHbIX NPOPUIAX 3APUKCUPOBAHBI 2UNEPOOTUYECKUe AHOMAIUU, CEA3AHHblE C NOKATbHbIMU
HEOOHOPOOHOCMAMU 2PYHMOB020 Maccuea. Bepoammuas epanuya xowmaxkma mena HIOMUHbL C
OCHOBAHUEM NPOCIEHCUBAEMCA HA 2TyOuHe 0KoNo 3,5-4,5 M u umeem omHOCUMENbHO YCMOUYUBHIL
xapakmep. Ycmanosneno, umo ¢paxmuueckue nvezomMempuyecKue YpOGHU HAXOOAMCSA HUdMCE
NPOEeKMHbIX 3HayeHuti Ha 3,1-7,2 M, umo ceudemenbcmgyem 06 YO081emEOPUMETbHOM
PUILMPAYUOHHOM COCMOSHUU COOPYIHCEHUS U 8bICOKOU OpEeHUpYIowell ChOCOOHOCMU OCHOBAHUSL.

KiroueBble cJ0Ba: cuopomexunuueckue COOPYHCEHUs, 2eopaouoniokayus, 2pyHmoeas
NIOMUHRA, HePA3PYULAIOWUL KOHMPOTb, QuUIbmpayus, pasyniomHienue, 81a20co0epicatue.
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No AP23487624 rpuibiMu 5k00aChl asiCBIHIAFBI KAPXKBUIBIK KOJIJIAYbIMEH OpPBIHIAJIIbI.

ABTOpIap 3epTTeylepi HbICaH Ia KYprizyre MyMKIH/IIK Kacam, KOPCETKeH KOoJaybl MEH KeMeri
yurin XKamOpin obnbeiceinarsl «Kascymapy PMK TaceTken cy KoiMachIHBIH OaCHIBUIBIFBI MEH
MaMaH/IapbIHA IBIHANBI aJIFBICTAPBIH OLIAIPE/I.

MYJAEJEP KAKTbhII'BICBI
ABTOpIap MYZIeIep KaKTHIFBICHI )KOK I MOTIMACH .

Makanansl qaifpiHIay 0apbhICBIH/A aBTOPJIAP KACAH/IBI MHTEIUIEKT KYPAIAAPBIH TEK PEAAKIIHSIIBIK
KOMEK MaKcaTbhIH/a MaijanaH/ibl: TY>KbIPIMIAPAbI XKETUIIPY, TPaMMaTHKaJbIK, ophorpadusiibK
JKOHE TBIHBIC OeNTUIepiHJIeri KaTeslep/l TeKcepy YUIiH. bapiblk naesuap, HHTepIpeTauusiap MeH
KOPBITHIH/IBIJIAP aBTOPJIApPFA THECLIII JKOHE 0JIap MaKaJIaHbIH Ma3MYHBIHA TOJIBIK JKayaIlThl.

BJIATOJAPHOCTU/UCTOYHUK ®UHAHCHUPOBAHUA

HccnenoBanue BBIMOJIHEHO MpH pUHaHCOBOM noanepxke Komurera Haykn MuHUCTEpCTBAa HAyKU
U BhIcIIero oopazoBanus Pecyonuku Kazaxcran B pamkax HaydHoro mpoekrta Ne AP23487624.
ABTOpBI BBIpaXKalOT UCKPEHHIOKO OJ1aroflapHOCTh PYKOBOJCTBY U CIIEHUAIUCTaM TacoTKeIbCKOro
Bonoxpanunuia PI'TI «Ka3soaxo3» XamObuickoit obiacTu 3a coneiicTBIE, OKa3aHHYIO TOMOIIb U
IPEAO0CTaBIEHHYIO BO3MOKHOCTb ITPOBEICHUS HATYPHBIX HCCIIeI0OBaHUI Ha 0ObEKTE.

KOH®JINKT UHTEPECOB
ABTOpBI 3asIBJIFIOT, YTO KOH(MIMKTa UHTEPECOB HET.

[Ipn MoAroToBKE PYKONMHCH aBTOPHI MCIIOJNB30BATH MHCTPYMEHTHI MCKYCCTBEHHOI'O HMHTEIIEKTa
UCKJTIOYUTEIBHO JJIS1 PElIaKTOPCKOM TMONIEPKKH: KOPPEKTHUPOBKH (POPMYIHPOBOK, MPOBEPKU
rpaMMaTHYecKuX, oporpaduyeckux U MyHKTYallMOHHBIX OIKMOOK. Bee naen, uurepnperanuu u
BBIBOJIbI IPUHAJIEXKAT aBTOPaM, KOTOPBIE HECYT IOJIHYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a COAEPKAHUE CTAThHU.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Hydraulic structures (HSs) are classified as high-responsibility engineering facilities. Their
failure can result in significant economic, environmental, and social consequences. A considerable
proportion of existing hydraulic structures have been in operation for more than 30-50 years. Under
such conditions, the probability of accumulation of hidden defects significantly increases. According
to inspection data, the proportion of internal damage reaches 40-60% of the total number of detected
defects. The most critical defects are those localized within the body of the structure and in the contact
zone with the foundation (Ilyassova et. all., 2025, Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

The operation of hydraulic structures occurs under a complex combination of loads. These
include hydrostatic pressure, seepage flows, and temperature-induced deformations. In seismically
active regions, additional dynamic loads are imposed on the structure. Repeated loading cycles
contribute to the development of microcracks with widths below 0.05-0.30 mm. Over time, these
defects evolve into macrodefects, voids, and zones of loosening. Seepage channels may subsequently
form within the structure, significantly reducing its operational reliability and safety (Moldamuratov
et. all., 2025).

The problem of structural diagnostics is particularly relevant in the Republic of Kazakhstan.
More than 1,800 hydraulic structures of various purposes are currently in operation in the country. A
substantial number of these facilities were constructed between the 1960s and 1980s. The design
service life of many structures has already been exceeded. The level of physical deterioration reaches
60% or more. According to various assessments, more than 400-500 hydraulic structures are currently
in unsatisfactory or near-emergency condition (Ilyassova et. all., 2025, Moldamuratov et. all.,
2025). The main types of defects and their characteristics are presented in Table 1.

Table 1
Main Defects of Hydraulic Structures (author’s materials)
No Defect Type Characteristics Depth of Impact on Structural
) yp Distribution Safety
1 Cracks Micro- and macrocracks 0.01-1.0 m High
2 Voids Delamination, cavities 0.05-2.0 m Very high
3 Foundajuon Reduction in soil density up to 3.0-5.0 m Critical
loosening

4 Seepage zones Moisture accumulation, particle 0.1-3.0 m Critical

washout

As shown in Table 1, hidden defects represent the greatest hazard for hydraulic structures. Such
defects cannot be identified through conventional visual inspection. Their progressive development
may lead to gradual structural degradation and loss of operational reliability (Bandurin et. all., 2023).

An additional risk factor is the location of a significant number of hydraulic structures within
seismically active regions. The southern and southeastern regions of Kazakhstan are characterized by
seismic intensities of 7-9 points according to the MSK-64 scale. Under these conditions, structures
are subjected to dynamic impacts causing stress redistribution within structural elements and
foundation soils. During seismic events, additional stresses may exceed design values by 20-50%,
accelerating the development of hidden defects and weakening zones (Ilyassova et. all., 2025,
Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

The mechanism of damage formation under seismic loading conditions is presented in Figure
1.

As shown in Figure 1, dynamic loading contributes to the formation of cracks, loosening zones,
and seepage channels within hydraulic structures. In water-saturated soils, liquefaction processes may
occur under seismic Bo3zaeiicTBus. This results in a reduction of the bearing capacity of the foundation
by 20-40%. In addition, the coefficient of permeability may increase by 1.5-3 times. Consequently,
hidden defects develop within the structure and foundation, remaining undetected by conventional
inspection methods (Bandurin et. all., 2023).
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The analysis of failure cases indicates that the primary causes of structural deterioration include
material aging, the presence of hidden defects, and the absence of effective monitoring systems. A
significant proportion of defects develop within near-surface and internal structural layers. Their
timely detection is critically important for ensuring the operational safety and long-term reliability of
hydraulic structures (Khaptanov et. all., 2022).

Traditional inspection methods have limited diagnostic capability. Visual inspection allows
identification of only surface damage. Destructive testing methods provide high accuracy; however,
they cover no more than 1-3% of the structural surface. Ultrasonic testing is generally effective at
depths up to 0.5-1.0 m. Infrared thermography can detect defects at depths of approximately 0.05-
0.10 m. Seismic methods provide greater investigation depth but are characterized by relatively low
spatial resolution (Ryazantsev, 2020, Tulokhonov et. all., 2018, Ostapchuk, 2025). A comparison
of the main inspection methods is presented in Table 2.

SEISMIC IMPACTS ON DURING EARTHQUAKE

HYDRAULIC STRUCTURES

Inertial forces

MAIN EFFECTS Seismic ground
acceleration

*ldy» Dynamic loading and inertial forces

—
-z}e Crack initiation and propagation Hydrodynamic
pressure 7
é Joint opening and displacement >
—

l’% Increase in seepage and risk of piping

2 F i and

2 Slope instability and settlement

CONSEQUENCES

& Reduction in structural safety
_/\.. Increase in seepage and
" risk of piping
;. Loss of bearing capacity
“***"  of the foundation
E% Possible overtopping and breach
g Vo 0P o i .
’ (S ATL L SGld= 7/ m Risk to downstream population
I AT 7, and infrastructure
@ CRACKS IN THE DAM BODY @ JOINT OPENING AND @ INCREASE IN SEEPAGE @ FOUNDATION @ LIQUEFACTION OF @ SLOPE INSTABILITY
DISPLACEMENT AND RISK OF PIPING WEAKENING FOUNDATION SOILS AND SETTLEMENT
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Concentrated 4 % Seismic shaking Slope failure
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-~ X, maydevelop | 7 —\*&g stiffness —s z and loss of abutments
' ‘ e 7 bearing capacity
|

Figure 1 - Formation of Defects in Hydraulic Structures under Seismic Loading Conditions (author’s materials)

Table 2
Comparison of Inspection Methods for Hydraulic Structures (author’s materials)
No. Method Investigation Resolution, Productivity Limitations
Depth, m m

1 Visual inspection up to 0.01 low high surface defects only
2 Ultrasonic testing upto 1.0 0.01-0.05 low contact-based method
3 Infrared thermography up to 0.1 0.01 medium limited t(;ar}llzzrtr—surface
4 Seismic method up to 10-50 0.3-0.5 low low spatial resolution
5 Ground Penetrating Radar up 0 5.0 0.02-0.10 high dependent on moisture

(GPR) conditions

As follows from Table 2, the GPR method provides an optimal combination of investigation
depth and spatial resolution.
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The GPR method is based on the registration of electromagnetic waves reflected from interfaces
between materials with different dielectric properties. The operating principle of the method is

illustrated in Figure 2.
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Figure 2 - Principle of the GPR Method for Detection of Internal Defects and Subsurface Heterogeneities in Hydraulic
Structures (author’s materials)

As shown in Figure 2, reflected signals are generated at the interfaces between materials with
different electromagnetic properties. This makes it possible to detect voids, cracks, moisture zones,

and other subsurface heterogeneities within hydraulic structures.
The main parameters of the GPR method are presented in Table 3.

Table 3
Main Parameters of the GPR Method (author’s materials)
No. Parameter Value
1 Frequency range 50-2000 MHz
2 Investigation depth 0.5-5.0 m
3 Spatial resolution 0.02-0.10 m
4 Electromagnetic wave velocity in concrete 0.06-0.12 m/ns
5 Productivity 500-1500 m? per shift

Modern studies confirm the high efficiency of the GPR method. The probability of defect
detection reaches 85-95%, while the accuracy of depth determination is within 5-10%. The method
is particularly sensitive to changes in moisture content. An increase in moisture by 5-10% may lead
to a 1.5-2-fold change in dielectric properties (Ludeno et. all., 2018).

In engineering practice, GPR is widely used for the inspection of dams, canals, galleries, and
other hydraulic structures. The method enables detection of voids with dimensions ranging from 0.05
to 0.5 m. Moisture zones can be identified at depths up to 10-12 m. In addition, areas of foundation
loosening and internal heterogeneity can be effectively detected. The productivity of GPR surveys
reaches 500-1500 m? per working shift (Skibbe et. all., 2021, Xu et. all., 2020, Gallardo et. all.,

2003).

423



Bulletin of the Kazakh Leading Academy of Architecture and Civil Engineering. Nel (99), 2026. Construction

The method demonstrates particularly high efficiency in seismically active regions. It allows
identification of structural changes after dynamic impacts, including zones of microcracking, contact
disturbances, and seepage channels. When integrated with complementary geophysical methods, the
reliability of diagnostics increases to 90-98% (Skibbe et. all., 2021, Xu et. all., 2020, Gallardo et.
all., 2003).

The application of the OKO-3 Ground Penetrating Radar system provides high flexibility and
adaptability of investigations. Antennas with frequencies ranging from 150 to 900 MHz can be used
depending on the required investigation depth and spatial resolution. The achievable investigation
depth reaches 3-5 m. The system also enables rapid data processing and three-dimensional
visualization of subsurface structures (Skibbe et. all., 2021, Xu et. all., 2020, Gallardo et. all., 2003).

Conventional inspection methods do not provide sufficient diagnostic capability for detecting
hidden defects within hydraulic structures. In contrast, the GPR method allows continuous non-
destructive investigation of structural elements and enables early-stage detection of hidden defects.
This significantly improves the operational reliability of hydraulic structures and increases the
validity of engineering decisions.

The Tasotkel Reservoir, located in the Zhambyl Region of the Republic of Kazakhstan, was
selected as the research object (Figure 3). The reservoir was commissioned in 1974 and represents
an important component of the regional water management system. Its operation is carried out in
accordance with current regulatory documents, particularly the Reservoir Operation Rules developed
in 2001 by the Kazyuzhgiprovodkhoz Design and Survey Institute (Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

(a) General view of the reservoir and dam crest

(b) Survey movement along the dam crest (survey section) (c) Survey profile along the dam crest

(d) Piezometer (observation well) (e) Downstream slope of the dam (f) Surface condition of the crest and slope

Figure 3 - Field conditions of the Tasotkel dam and the GPR survey environment: (a) general view of the reservoir and
dam crest; (b-c) survey movement and profile layout along the crest; (d) piezometer (observation well); (e-f)
downstream slope and surface condition of the embankment (author’s materials)

During the operational period of the reservoir, including the stage following the reconstruction
of the dam outlet works in 2005-2006, no emergency situations or accidents affecting the stability
and operational performance of the hydraulic structures were recorded. The hydraulic complex has
been operated under normal conditions in compliance with established regulatory requirements. The
reconstruction of the outlet system was carried out within the framework of the project
“Reconstruction of the Hydraulic Complex of the Tasotkel Reservoir, Zhambyl Region,” developed
by the Kazgiprovodkhoz Institute (2003), which significantly improved the operational reliability of
the structure (Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).
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In 2018, comprehensive engineering investigations were conducted, including topographic-
geodetic surveys, engineering-geological investigations, and instrumental inspection of the dam.
According to the inspection results, the dam and associated hydraulic structures were generally found
to be in satisfactory technical condition. However, several operational features and local defects
typical of long-term operated hydraulic structures were identified (Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

The earth-fill dam does not exhibit pronounced settlements, sinkholes, or erosion damage. The
crest elevation is 522.40 m. During the operational period after reconstruction, minor deformations
of the dam crest associated with traffic loading were recorded. The magnitude of these deformations
ranges from 0.1 to 0.2 m. These changes do not critically affect the structural stability of the dam,;
however, they require continuous monitoring and restoration of the operational surface layer.

The dam parapet is constructed of reinforced concrete blocks with a height of 0.9 m. The design
elevation of the parapet crest is 523.30 m. During operation, local settlements ranging from 0.05 to
0.10 m were identified. These defects are minor in nature but require restoration of the design
parameters (Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

The dam drainage system is functioning in satisfactory condition. No visible damage was
identified. At the same time, preventive maintenance measures are planned, including flushing of
drainage elements and repair of inspection wells. Spillway and drainage channels are partially
deformed. Processes of siltation, vegetation overgrowth, and local slope sliding have been observed,
resulting in reduced hydraulic capacity.

The upstream slope of the dam is protected by reinforced concrete slabs. No damage to the
protective lining was detected, and the condition of the slabs is assessed as satisfactory. The
downstream slope is covered with vegetation. In several areas, erosion gullies with depths of 0.10-
0.15 m were identified. These defects are local and do not significantly affect structural stability;
however, they require repair and preventive maintenance (Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

Additional infrastructure elements also exhibit signs of deterioration. The dam lighting system
remains operational, although its efficiency has decreased due to equipment wear. The access road to
the reservoir has a total length of 6.3 km and belongs to Category IV roads. The carriageway width
is 4.5 m. During long-term operation, local pavement damage with a total area of approximately 1400
m? has developed.

The engineering structures of the hydraulic complex, including the tower structure, remain in
operational condition. Gate control is performed under normal operating conditions. However,
insufficient heating efficiency is observed during the winter period, requiring modernization of the
engineering systems.

The analysis of the Tasotkel Reservoir condition indicates that despite the generally satisfactory
state of the hydraulic structures, the dam body and associated infrastructure contain local defects and
zones of potential risk. Most of these defects belong to the category of hidden or weakly expressed
damage. Such defects may progressively develop under operational and environmental impacts,
including seismic loading.

Under these conditions, the application of conventional inspection methods is insufficiently
effective, as they do not provide reliable detection of internal defects and seepage zones. This justifies
the necessity of applying advanced non-destructive testing methods (Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

The GPR method makes it possible to obtain continuous information about the internal structure
of hydraulic facilities. Its application at the Tasotkel Reservoir enables detection of hidden defects,
localization of moisture zones, and assessment of foundation conditions. This makes GPR an effective
diagnostic tool for hydraulic structures operating under long-term service conditions and seismic
activity (Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

2 MATERIALS AND METHODS

2.1 General Concept and Inspection Algorithm
In this study, a reproducible methodology for non-destructive inspection of hydraulic structures
using the GPR method and the OKO-3 georadar system was implemented. The proposed algorithm
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includes the following sequential stages: (1) collection and analysis of initial data on the structure;
(2) selection of survey parameters considering engineering-geological conditions; (3) field
measurements along a predefined grid of survey profiles; (4) digital signal processing; (5)
interpretation of radargrams and verification of the obtained results (Liu et. all., 2022, Lombardi et.
all., 2022, Di Prinzio et. all., 2010).

The general workflow of the inspection algorithm is presented in Figure 4.

> Data COIleclion
Condmons
Survey Parameter |
/ Selection
L Proﬁle Grid

> ekt Maimargantt
Digital <
Processing m

Radargram
Interpretanon
and Verification
Resuhs

Figure 4 - Algorithm of GPR Inspection of a Hydraulic Structure (author’s materials)

As shown in Figure 4, the proposed methodology provides a transition from initial geological
and engineering data to the quantitative assessment of defect parameters.

2.2 Research Object and Engineering-Geological Conditions

The research object is the Tasotkel Reservoir. The dam is an earth-fill hydraulic structure
composed predominantly of cohesive soils (Figure 5). The foundation consists of alluvial deposits
with predominance of sand-gravel soils having a total thickness exceeding 40 m.

The upper part of the foundation is overlain by loamy and sandy-loam soils with thicknesses
ranging from 1-2 to 5-8 m. The foundation materials include sands of various grain sizes, as well as
gravelly soils containing pebble inclusions of approximately 5-15%. Lens-shaped interlayers of
cohesive soils with thicknesses ranging from 0.1 to 1.0 m are also identified within the geological
profile (Moldamuratov et. all., 2025).

The soils are predominantly in a compacted condition. The dry unit weight of the soil skeleton
exceeds 1.66 g/cm?. Medium-compacted zones are mainly localized in the upper part of the dam body
at depths up to 5 m.

The main physical and mechanical properties of the soils are presented in Table 4.

The analysis of Table 4 indicates that:

- the soil density varies from 1.91 to 2.50 g/cm?;

- the deformation modulus ranges from 20,000 to 40,000 kN/m?;

- the coefficient of permeability reaches 35-75 m/day for the foundation soils;

- the internal friction angle varies between 18° and 40°;

- the cohesion reaches 24-31 kPa.

The high permeability coefficients indicate increased water conductivity of the foundation soils,
which is critically important for the analysis of seepage processes.
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2.3 Seepage Conditions and Phreatic Surface

The seepage regime was evaluated based on the position of the phreatic surface. Measurements
were carried out along cross-sections PK 5+5, PK 9+10, and PK 13+00 (Moldamuratov et. all.,
2025).

The actual piezometric levels were found to be 3.1-7.2 m lower than the design values. For
example: PK 5+5: 497.49 m compared to the design elevation of 505.80 m; PK 9+10: approximately
498.8 m.

The relatively gentle shape of the phreatic surface indicates a high drainage capacity of the
foundation soils. This confirms the absence of excessive water saturation within the dam body and
foundation.

The seepage regime scheme is presented in Figure 6.

Figure 5 - Schematic layout of the main hydraulic structures and components of the reservoir (author’s materials)

Table 4
Physical and Mechanical Properties of Soils (author’s materials)
Dam . .
No. Parameter Symbol  Unit Body Counterweight Prlsm Sand-Qravel . Gravel
Soils (Gravelly Soil) Foundation Soil
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
j  Natural moisture unit vy  glem’ 203 1.91 1.91 2.30
weight
2 Saturated unit weight Ysat g/cm? 2.06 2.00 2.00 2.50
Deformation modulus
3 (natural moisture E kN/m? 39,000 40,000 40,000 -
condition)
Deformation modulus
4 (water-saturated E kN/m? 20,000 30,000 30,000 40,000
condition)
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Table 4 (continued)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
fficient of
5 Coefficient o ke miday 041 32 35 75
permeability
6 Poisson’s ratio v - 0.35 0.27 0.27 0.27
7 thesmn (nat.u.ral C KPa 3 | ) i
moisture condition)
Cohesion (water-
.. kP 24 - 2 1
saturated condition) C a
Internal friction angle
9 (natural moisture [0) ° 25 31 - -
condition)
Internal friction angle
10 (water-saturated [0) ° 18 - 33 40
condition)
Upstream slope Downstream slope
Dam crest
Reservoir 52240 m Legend
Parapet Actual phreatic line
Water level in the reservoir Concrete slab 52330 m
514.65m protection : / "
w5120 | =
v 1

= = = Limit phreatic line
Dam body Berm (control level)

(sandy loam soils)
— Direction of seepage flow |

-
-

Observation well
(piezometer borehole)

) 505.80 m 506.00 m .
=== Limit phreatic line X )
(control level) R — 497.49m — 498.80 m b — 499.00m *
— — - Expected phreatic line - 495.70 m 497.10 m Foundation: 498.20 m °
‘ at MWL =519.0m ; G : sand and gravel : ]

Actual phreatic line

I . ¢
i ; A : : s ‘ alluvial soils
i ; Dam axis

Results of Observations (August 2025, Reservoir Water Level = 514.65 m) Control Levels (Allowable)

Design l Actual phreatic level, m | Deviation from design level, m The phreatic level must not exceed:
Cross-section phreatic level, ] ‘ § o at the dam axis - elevation 512.60 m
f= m . ‘ At berm - At dam axis ‘ f\t berm | At dam is | o atthaberm _ elevation 506.00 m
Ch. 5+5.0 505.80 ’ 497.49 495.70 -8.31 -1010 |
Ch. 9+10 506.00 | 498.80 ' 497.10 ' ~7.20 -8.90 0 Reaching these levels shall be considered a signal
T T T T T l to stop reservoir filling.
Ch. 13+00 505.50 | 499.00 498.20 -6.50 ‘ -7.30
| |

Figure 6 - Scheme of the Phreatic Surface and Seepage Flow within the Dam Body
(author’s materials)

2.4 Equipment and Parameters of the Ground Penetrating Radar Survey

The investigations were performed using the OKO-3 GPR system designed for engineering-
geophysical inspection of structural elements and soil foundations. The equipment complex provides
registration of reflected electromagnetic signals over a wide frequency range with subsequent digital
processing and interpretation of the acquired data (Liu et. all., 2022, Alcala et. all., 2021).

The GPR system was equipped with shielded antennas operating at frequencies of: 250 MHz -
for deep sounding and investigation of the dam foundation to depths of 4-5 m; 400 MHz - as the
primary survey mode providing an optimal balance between penetration depth (up to 3 m) and spatial
resolution; 900 MHz - for detailed investigation of near-surface zones (up to 1-1.5 m) with high
spatial resolution of approximately 0.02-0.05 m.
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The selection of antenna frequencies was performed considering the engineering-geological
conditions of the site, particularly the high permeability of the sand-gravel foundation soils and the
presence of layered structures within the dam body.

The main GPR survey parameters included: signal recording time window: 50-150 ns
depending on the required investigation depth; sampling frequency: up to 5 GHz (equivalent time
sampling); antenna movement speed: 0.3-1.0 m/s; survey mode: continuous contact mode; number
of signal stacks: 8-32 to improve the signal-to-noise ratio; trace interval along the profile: 0.02-0.05
m; profile spacing: 0.1-0.5 m.

The survey was carried out under conditions of continuous antenna contact with the surface,
minimizing signal loss and ensuring stable signal acquisition. When necessary, the antenna position
was adjusted considering surface irregularities and local defects of the protective covering.

The electromagnetic wave velocity in the investigated media was assumed within the range of
0.06-0.12 m/ns and refined using calibration measurements performed on reference sections with
known geometry. This approach ensured accurate conversion of signal travel time into the depth of
reflecting interfaces.

The spatial resolution of the method depended on the antenna frequency and was
approximately: 0.02-0.05 m for the 900 MHz antenna; 0.05-0.10 m for the 400 MHz antenna; up to
0.10-0.20 m for the 250 MHz antenna.

The investigation depth varied depending on soil composition and moisture conditions and
reached: up to 5 m within sand-gravel foundation soils; up to 2-3 m within the dam body; up to 1-1.5
m within saturated or clay-rich layers.

The selected equipment configuration and survey parameters ensured acquisition of reliable
information about the internal structure of the hydraulic facility, including zones of loosening,
seepage, and potential defects under actual engineering-geological conditions of the investigated
object. The main survey parameters are summarized in Table 5.

Table 5
Technical Parameters of the Ground Penetrating Radar System (author’s materials)
No. Parameter Value

1 Antenna frequency range 150-900 MHz
2 Investigation depth up to 5.0 m
3 Spatial resolution 0.02-0.10 m
4 Time window 50-150 ns
5 Sampling frequency up to 1-5 GHz
6 Survey speed 0.3-1.0 m/s

2.5 Field Measurements

Field GPR measurements were carried out along a regular grid of survey profiles, ensuring
spatial representativeness and enabling subsequent three-dimensional interpretation of the acquired
data (Figure 7). The profiles were arranged in two mutually perpendicular directions: along the
longitudinal axis of the dam (longitudinal profiles) and across the dam body (transverse profiles).
Such a survey configuration made it possible to obtain both extended structural sections and detailed
transverse cross-sections of the hydraulic structure (Pan et. all.,, 2019, Ludeno et. all., 2018,
Bandurin et. all., 2023).
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Figure 7 - Field GPR Measurements (author’s materials)

The main profiling parameters included: spacing between longitudinal and transverse profiles:
0.1-0.5 m; trace interval along the profile: 0.02-0.05 m; length of individual profiles: up to 100 m;
number of signal stacks: 8-32 depending on the noise level and survey conditions.

The profiles were referenced to the chainage system (Ch.) of the hydraulic structure, ensuring
accurate spatial identification of anomalies and their correlation with engineering-geological data and
field observations.

The survey was performed in continuous contact mode while maintaining close antenna
coupling with the surface. The antenna movement speed was maintained within the range of 0.3-1.0
m/s, ensuring uniform data sampling and stable signal acquisition. When surveying areas with uneven
surfaces or local surface defects, the antenna trajectory was adjusted to prevent contact loss and signal
distortion (Pan et. all., 2019, Ludeno et. all., 2018, Bandurin et. all., 2023).

During field measurements, the following quality indicators were continuously monitored:
signal amplitude stability; absence of trace discontinuities; uniformity of time scanning; noise and
interference levels.

When necessary, repeated surveys were carried out in sections characterized by elevated noise
levels or anomalous signal responses.

The layout of the survey profiles, including longitudinal and transverse scanning lines, as well
as their relation to key structural elements of the dam (crest, berms, and slopes), is presented in Figure
8.

As shown in Figure 8, the longitudinal profiles were oriented along the axis of the dam and
were intended for the analysis of extended heterogeneities and seepage zones. The transverse profiles
were arranged perpendicular to the dam axis and were used for constructing cross-sectional geometry
and identifying local defects within the dam body and foundation (Pan et. all., 2019, Ludeno et. all.,
2018, Bandurin et. all., 2023).

Such an organization of field measurements ensures high data density, spatial consistency of
the acquired information, and the possibility of constructing reliable two-dimensional and three-
dimensional models of the internal structure of the hydraulic facility.

430



Bulletin of the Kazakh Leading Academy of Architecture and Civil Engineering. Nel (99), 2026. Construction

PLAN VIEW (Top View) RESEGIF N LEGEND

Blowdifeetion _ Lo'nguludmal profiles (along the longitudinal
Upstream axis of the dam)

-—

— — —  Transverse profiles (across the dam axis)
Ch. 0400 Ch. 5+5.0 Dam crest Ch. 9+10 Ch. 13+00 Ch. 16+00 — ——  Chainage (Ch.)
'

.
sy

O Observation well (piezometer borehole)

SURVEY PARAMETERS
Antenna frequencies: 250, 400, 900 MHz
Profile spacing (longitudinal): 0.1 -0.5 m

i

]

I

I

|

I

|

1

|

]

I

I

]
S

Trace spacing along profile: 0.02 - 0.05 m
Profile length: up to 100 m

Number of stacks: 8 - 32

Survey mode: continuous contact
Antenna velocity: 0.3 -1.0 m/s

b=t - — =t === —

I

I

I

|
LI L 1

1

i

|

I

|

I

i

I

I

|

1

!

|

i

|

l

I

|

|

I

|
2 [ -

LV

Berm

Time window: 50 - 150 ns
Downstream slope Sampling rate: up to 5 GHz (equivalent time sampling)
CROSS-SECTIONS (Examples of GPR Survey Profiles) DATA ACQUISITION
Ch. 5+5.0 Ch. 9+10 Ch. 13+00

Dam crest

Upstream
v

Downstream
Berm

GPR antenna Raw radargram data Data storage

DATA PROCESSING WORKFLOW

)
1. Dewow ) 4. Time-zero
- 2. Band-pass 3. Gain : _—
Notes: (low-frequency filtering correction ({time delay) SiMigmtion
+ Longitudinal profiles are arranged along the longitudinal axis of the dam to assess the internal structure. drift removal) correction

« Transverse profiles are performed perpendicular to the dam axis to obtain cross-sectional images of the dam body and foundation.

* Profiles are referenced to chainage positions (Ch.) for spatial with engineering and data. [ Interpreted sections and 3D models ]

Figure 8 - Layout Scheme of GPR Survey Profiles (author’s materials)

2.6 Data Processing

The processing of GPR data was performed using specialized software in a strictly defined
sequence, ensuring accurate transformation of raw signals into interpretable subsurface sections
(Tulokhonov et. all., 2018). The data processing workflow is presented in Figure 9.

The data processing workflow included the following stages:

1. Dewow filtering. Removal of low-frequency signal drift and baseline correction.

2. Band-pass filtering. Application of a filter within the frequency range of 50-500 MHz to
suppress noise outside the operating spectrum of the antennas.

3. Gain correction. Compensation for signal attenuation with depth using SEC and AGC gain
functions.

4. Time-zero correction. Alignment of the signal origin with the surface and elimination of
temporal offset.

5. Migration. Geometrical correction of reflected signals and transformation of hyperbolic
responses into the actual positions of subsurface objects.

The applied processing sequence ensured: improvement of the signal-to-noise ratio; accurate
depth referencing; increased accuracy in localization of reflecting interfaces and defects.

All processing operations were performed within a unified coordinate system while preserving
the spatial referencing of the survey profiles.
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Figure 9 - Stages of GPR Data Processing (author’s materials)

2.7 Calculation of Parameters
The depth of detected defects was determined based on the travel time of the reflected signal
using the standard relationship:

h_v-t
= 5

where: h - depth of the reflecting interface, m; v - electromagnetic wave velocity in the medium,
m/ns; t - two-way travel time of the signal, ns.

The wave propagation velocity was assumed within the range of 0.06-0.12 m/ns depending on
soil type and moisture conditions and was refined using calibration measurements performed on
reference sections.

The error in depth determination ranged from 5% to 10%, which is associated with variations
in dielectric properties of the medium and heterogeneity of the soil mass.

2.8 Interpretation Criteria

The interpretation of GPR data was performed based on a comprehensive analysis of the
amplitude, temporal, and morphological characteristics of reflected signals. Particular attention was
given to the shape of reflections, their continuity, signal amplitude, attenuation behavior, and the
spatial relationships between identified anomalies (Ryazantsev et. all., 2020).

The main diagnostic indicators included: presence of hyperbolic reflections; changes in signal
amplitude; disruption of reflecting horizon continuity; local signal attenuation or scattering;
variations in the phase structure of the signal.

To improve the reliability of interpretation, the engineering-geological conditions of the site
were taken into account, including soil type, moisture conditions, and seepage properties. The
interpretation was performed through comparative analysis of longitudinal and transverse profiles,
which made it possible to minimize false anomalies and improve the reliability of defect identification
(Pan et. all., 2019, Ludeno et. all., 2018, Bandurin et. all., 2023).

The classification of defect indicators identified from GPR data is presented in Table 6.

As follows from Table 6, each type of defect is characterized by a specific set of diagnostic
features, which makes it possible to differentiate between various subsurface anomalies. Hyperbolic
reflections are considered the most informative indicators, as they typically correspond to localized
heterogeneities such as voids or inclusions.
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In addition, the following quantitative signal parameters were taken into account: reflection
amplitude; signal arrival time; degree of signal attenuation; spatial extent of the anomaly.

Table 6
Interpretation Criteria of Defects Based on GPR Data (author’s materials)
No. Defect Type Radargram Signature Physical Nature
1 Voids and cavities High-amplitude hyperbolic reflections Sharp contra}st n dlelegtrlc properties (air-
soil/concrete interface)
2 Cracks Linear or discontinuous reflections Disruption of material continuity
3 Moisture zones Signal attenuatlpn and reduced Increase in dielectric permittivity
amplitude
4 Loosened zones Blurred reflections an.d reduced Reduced density and structural heterogeneity
boundary clarity

5 Layer boundaries Distinct continuous reflections Contrast in material properties between

layers

A comprehensive analysis of these characteristics ensured reliable identification and
localization of defects within the dam body and foundation.

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The GPR survey of the Tasotkel dam made it possible to obtain a series of longitudinal and
transverse profiles reflecting the internal structure of the dam body and the condition of near-surface
zones. Data processing included dewow filtering, band-pass filtering, signal gain correction, time-
zero correction, background noise removal, and migration. These procedures significantly improved
the contrast of reflecting horizons and enabled localization of zones with changes in the structure of
the soil mass.

The overall interpretation was performed using the processed radargrams considering the
engineering-geological conditions of the site, physical and mechanical properties of the soils, and the
position of the phreatic surface. The interpretation depth was assumed to be up to 5.0 m using a
calculated electromagnetic wave velocity of 0.10 m/ns. The main diagnostic indicators included
reflecting horizons, zones of reduced signal amplitude, areas of scattered reflections, hyperbolic
anomalies, and the probable contact boundary between the dam body and the underlying deposits.

Figure 10 presents the general view of the processed radargram obtained along the longitudinal
profile located on the dam crest. Three stable reflecting horizons are identified at depths of
approximately 0.4-0.8 m, 1.2-1.6 m, and 2.0-2.5 m. The presence of extended and relatively
continuous reflections indicates a pronounced layered structure of the dam body soils. In several
sections, local disruptions in signal continuity and zones of reduced amplitude were detected. These
features may be associated with heterogeneity of soil compaction, variations in moisture conditions,
or local structural irregularities within the soil mass.

Figure 11 shows a section of the dam crest containing a local loosening zone. This zone is
observed at a depth of approximately 0.5-1.5 m. The main diagnostic features include reduced signal
amplitude, disruption of reflection regularity, and a scattered signal pattern. Such characteristics are
typical of areas with reduced density or heterogeneous soil structure.

From an engineering perspective, such zones require continuous monitoring, since during long-
term operation they may be associated with non-uniform compaction, local weathering, internal
erosion processes, or operational deformations of the dam crest.

Figure 12 illustrates a section characterized by signs of increased moisture content within the
dam body. The moisture-rich zone is identified at depths ranging from approximately 1.0 to 3.0 m. It
is characterized by reduced signal amplitude, attenuation of deep reflections, and a chaotic reflection
pattern. Physically, this behavior is explained by the increase in dielectric permittivity of water-
saturated soils. Increased moisture content results in greater absorption of electromagnetic energy and
a reduction in the effective investigation depth.
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Such a zone may indicate local moisture accumulation, areas of insufficient drainage, or
potential seepage pathways within the dam body.
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Figure 10 - Processed GPR Radargram of the Longitudinal Profile along the Dam Crest with Identified Reflecting
Horizons and Local Anomalies (author’s materials)
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(author’s materials)

Figure 13 presents hyperbolic reflections associated with local subsurface anomalies. Such
signals are typical of point reflectors and may correspond to boulders, gravel inclusions, dense
localized inclusions, small voids, or zones of disturbed material. In the presented radargram, the
hyperbolic reflections are localized and do not form an extended disturbed zone.

This observation is important for engineering assessment, since isolated hyperbolic responses
do not necessarily indicate hazardous defects. Their interpretation should be performed in conjunction
with adjacent profiles and the engineering-geological conditions of the investigated area.

Figure 14 summarizes the interpretation results obtained for one of the representative survey
profiles. The radargram simultaneously identifies a local loosening zone, an area of increased
moisture content, hyperbolic reflections, and the probable contact boundary with the underlying
deposits.

This integrated interpretation demonstrates that the detected anomalies are distributed non-
uniformly within the investigated section. The most significant changes are observed in the upper and
middle parts of the profile at depths up to approximately 3.0 m. The probable contact boundary with
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the foundation is traced at depths of about 3.5-4.5 m and exhibits a relatively stable and continuous
character.
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Figure 15 presents a conceptual subsurface model developed based on the interpretation of
GPR data. The model illustrates the main engineering-geophysical zones, including the compacted
embankment body, a local loosening zone, an area of increased moisture content, point anomalies,
and the probable contact with the underlying deposits.

This scheme enables the transition from individual radargrams to an engineering-oriented
model of the dam condition. Such an approach is important for practical assessment, since the results
are presented not only as signal responses but also as a spatially interpretable structural model.

Figure 16 presents a summary of the GPR survey results and their engineering interpretation.
Four key diagnostic indicators were identified: a local loosening zone, an area of increased moisture
content, hyperbolic anomalies, and the contact boundary with the underlying deposits.

For each identified zone, possible engineering implications and recommended actions were
determined. Loosening zones require density control and, if necessary, local compaction measures.
Areas with increased moisture content require analysis of drainage conditions and monitoring of the
seepage regime. Hyperbolic anomalies require verification using complementary methods or
additional control surveys. In contrast, the contact with the foundation is characterized as relatively
continuous and stable.
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As shown in Figure 17, the relative signal amplitude consistently decreases with increasing
depth for all investigated engineering-geological zones. The lowest signal attenuation is observed
within the stable zone composed of compacted soils. At a depth of 3.0 m, the normalized signal
amplitude remains at approximately 0.28, while at a depth of 5.0 m it decreases to about 0.06. This
behavior indicates relatively low absorption of electromagnetic energy and a comparatively
homogeneous soil structure.

In the high moisture content zone, a significantly more intensive decrease in signal amplitude
is observed. At a depth of 3.0 m, the normalized amplitude decreases to approximately 0.06, and at a
depth of 5.0 m it reaches about 0.006. This effect is associated with an increase in dielectric
permittivity and electrical conductivity of water-saturated soils, resulting in stronger attenuation of
electromagnetic waves.

The highest signal attenuation is recorded within the loosening zone. At depths of 1.5-2.0 m,
the amplitude decreases to approximately 0.11-0.055, while at a depth of 5.0 m it reaches a minimum
value of 0.0006. Such signal behavior is related to the heterogeneous soil structure, scattering of
electromagnetic energy, and discontinuity of the medium.

The obtained relationships confirm the high sensitivity of the Ground Penetrating Radar method
to variations in moisture conditions and soil compaction. As illustrated in Figure 17, analysis of
amplitude characteristics can be used as a quantitative diagnostic criterion for identifying zones of
increased moisture content and local loosening within earth-fill hydraulic structures.

Overall, the results indicate that the dam body is characterized by a predominantly stable
layered structure. Extended reflecting horizons are traced throughout most of the survey profiles. This
indicates the absence of major discontinuities or pronounced disturbed zones within the investigated
depth range. At the same time, several local areas with signs of loosening and increased moisture
content were identified. These zones do not form a single continuous weakened region; however, they
require periodic monitoring.
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Figure 14 - Processed GPR Radargram with Interpreted Stratigraphy and Identified Subsurface Anomalies (author’s
materials)
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Particular importance is associated with the moisture-rich zone identified at depths of 1.0-3.0
m. For hydraulic structures, such areas are critically important from the viewpoint of seepage safety.
However, according to the available data on the phreatic surface, the actual piezometric levels remain
below the design values. This indicates that the detected moisture zones do not necessarily correspond
to critical seepage conditions. More likely, they reflect local variations in moisture content, drainage
conditions, or soil properties.

The local loosening zones identified at depths of 0.5-1.5 m may be associated with operational
loading on the dam crest. Previously recorded crest deformations within the range of 0.1-0.2 m
additionally confirm the necessity of monitoring the upper part of the structure. At the same time, the
GPR data do not indicate deep propagation of these zones toward the foundation contact. Therefore,
they can be considered localized areas requiring scheduled monitoring and possible restoration of the
surface layer or additional compaction.

The detected hyperbolic reflections are interpreted as local point anomalies. Their occurrence
is consistent with the engineering-geological structure of the dam body and foundation, where sand-
gravel deposits, gravel soils, and pebble inclusions are present. Therefore, such signals should not
automatically be interpreted as voids. Verification using adjacent profiles or complementary
investigation methods is required to confirm their nature.

The probable contact with the underlying deposits is traced at depths of approximately 3.5-4.5
m and exhibits a relatively continuous character. This indicates the absence of abrupt disturbances in
the transition zone between the dam body and the foundation within the investigated profiles. This
result is consistent with the engineering-geological data indicating the presence of alluvial sand-
gravel foundation soils.

The obtained results confirm the high informativeness of the Ground Penetrating Radar method
for inspection of earth-fill hydraulic structures. The method enables identification of hidden
heterogeneity zones without disturbing the integrity of the dam. Particularly important is the fact that
GPR provides continuous profiling in contrast to localized point-based inspection methods. This
makes it possible to evaluate not only isolated sections but also the spatial variability of the structural
condition.

From an engineering perspective, the investigation results allow classification of the detected
zones into three condition levels. The first level corresponds to stable zones characterized by
continuous reflecting horizons. The second level includes monitoring zones containing local areas of
loosening and increased moisture content. The third level includes areas requiring additional
verification, where pronounced hyperbolic anomalies or abrupt changes in signal structure are
observed.
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A. Zone of local loosening (shallow depth: 0.5—-1.5 m)
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Thus, the GPR survey results indicate that within the investigated depth range no signs of
critical extended defects, large voids, or developed seepage channels were identified. The main
detected features are local in nature. These features should be considered during planning of
monitoring activities, preventive maintenance, and future inspections of the dam. In this case, the
Ground Penetrating Radar method confirmed its effectiveness as a tool for early detection of hidden
changes within the dam body and foundation.
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4 CONCLUSIONS

Based on the results of the performed investigations, the following conclusions can be drawn:

1. A comprehensive GPR survey of the earth-fill dam of the Tasotkel Reservoir was carried out
using the OKO-3 georadar system equipped with 250, 400, and 900 MHz antennas, providing an
investigation depth of up to 5.0 m and high-resolution imaging of near-surface zones.

2. A reproducible algorithm for GPR inspection of hydraulic structures was developed and
validated, including field measurements, digital signal processing, radargram interpretation, and
engineering verification of the obtained results.

3. It was established that the dam body is generally characterized by a stable and relatively
homogeneous layered structure. Most survey profiles exhibit continuous reflecting horizons without
signs of major discontinuities, developed seepage channels, or critical defects.

4. Local loosening zones at depths of 0.5-1.5 m were identified during the survey. These zones
are associated with heterogeneous soil compaction, operational loading, and local deformations of
the dam crest.

5. Areas of increased moisture content were detected at depths of 1.0-3.0 m, characterized by
signal attenuation and changes in reflection structure. The identified zones are local in nature and do
not form extended weakened regions.

6. Hyperbolic reflections recorded on individual profiles were interpreted as local subsurface
anomalies associated with gravel inclusions, soil heterogeneity, or isolated structural defects.

7. Analysis of the phreatic surface demonstrated that the actual piezometric levels are 3.1-7.2
m lower than the design values, indicating high drainage capacity of the foundation soils and
satisfactory seepage conditions of the dam.

8. The study confirmed that the Ground Penetrating Radar method possesses high
informativeness and efficiency for the inspection of earth-fill hydraulic structures, providing
continuous non-destructive monitoring of the internal structure of the dam.

9. The obtained results can be used for development of technical condition monitoring systems
for hydraulic structures, localization of potentially hazardous zones, planning of repair and
rehabilitation measures, and improvement of the operational reliability of hydraulic facilities.
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