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FEATURES OF WOODEN DEVELOPMENT OF
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Abstract. This article presents the results of a study devoted to identifying the features
of traditional and modern wooden construction of settlements located in the coastal zone of
rivers. Traditional wooden building material gained popularity again in the early 21st centu-
ry as part of a solution to environmental problems. The article presents research on wooden
settlements in Russia on rivers located in the European part of Russia and in Asia - Western
Siberia. The objects of the study are wooden buildings and structures built near water, in ar-
eas prone to flooding. The research methodology is based on a comprehensive approach. The
following methods were used in the work on the article: analysis of scientific publications
and electronic resources, chronological and comparative analysis, and generalization of re-
sults. The study showed that wooden buildings, built using traditional construction methods
(log huts), as well as modern ones, built using modern construction technologies for wood
processing, can be classified as temporary (not capital construction), dynamic, mobile, ca-
pable of transformation and movement. Such features of wooden architecture allow it to be
effectively used in conditions created by the elements of water, in settlements on rivers that
can change their course, where the water level often rises, causing flooding of the territory.
Traditionally, flooding problems have been solved by building dams or dikes. Features of
modern wooden construction based on quickly built, prefabricated, and movable houses can
be used not only for residential settlements but also for tourist attractions, to attract invest-
ment and improve the sustainability of riverside development.
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O3EH KAT'AJTAYBIHAAT'BI EJIII MEKEHAEPIHJIEI'T AF AL
FUMAPATTAPIABIH EPEKINEJIKTEPI

E. Janumua* ® , H. I[uMaKOB@

[Ten3a MeMJIEKETTIK COyJeT KaHe Kypbuibic yHuBepcuteti, 440028, [len3a k., Peceit

Annarna. byn maxanada e3enmdeplin odcazanay auMagblHOA OPHANACKAH el
MeKeHOepOiH 0dCMYPi HCIHe 3aMAHAYU a2aul KYPbLIbICLIHbIY epeKuleNiKmepin aHbIKmayad
apnanean  sepmmey  Homudcenepi  ycwvinviiaovl. XXI  eacwvlpoviy  baceinoa  azaui
apxXumexmypacwvl 9KOJNOUANLIK Macenenepol weuly asacblhod 3aMaHayu KYpoliblCHblH
anoviHeLl KamapslHa Kauma wwvlkmol. Pecetioezi e3endep dotivindaewl, Peceudiy Eyponanvik
bonicinde oicone Aszusoazvl aumaxmapoa bamvic Cibipoeci, endi mexenoepoiy asaut
KYPbLIbICLIHA KAMbICMbL 3epmmeyiep Oepineen. A2awi apXxumekmypacvlHuly epeKuienikmepi
auKbIHOANa0bl. 3epmme)y HbICAHOAPbl CYed HCAKbIH dcepde, ¢y bacy Kayni oap aymaxmapoa
CANILIHEAH A2AUIMAH MYPEbI3LUIRAH UMAPAmmap MeH Kypblivlcmap 6001bln maodwliaobl.
3epmmey adicmemeci kewrendi macinee necizoencen. Oean Koca, makana xiasy 6apvlcblHoa
EBLIBIMU HCAPUSATIAHBIMOAD MEH DJIeKMPOHObIK pecypcmapobl manody, XpOHOIO2USIbIK HCIHE
CanbiCmulpmMansl  manday, Hamuxtcenepoi HCUHAKMAY CUusakmol 20icmep KOAOAHBLIObL.
3epmmey HomudicecinOe Oacmypai KYpblibiC Maciioepi He2i3iHoe OpblHOAIEAH dzaul
Kypviivicmap (bopewneni yinep), COHOQU-ax azawimsl O6HOEYOIH 3aMAHAYU  KYPbLIbIC
MEXHON02UANAPbIH KONOAHA OMBIPLIN CANLIHEAH KA3Ipel azaul KYpbliblcmap exkeyi yakblmuia
(Kanumanowlk KYpolivblCKa HCamnatimoit), OUHAMUKATLIK, MOOULLOI, mpancghopmayusnianya
JiCOHe  OpbIH  ayblcmbulpyea — Kabitemmi — Oen  Jicikmenemini — aHblIKmaniovl.  Azau
aApXUMeKmypacvlHbly —~ MYHOQU  epeKulenikmepi Cy  CMUXUACbL  KALbINMACMulpaAmblH
Jrcaz0aunapod, apHacel e3eepyi MyMKIiH 63eHoep OoublHOabl endi MeKkeHoepoe, Cy Oeneelii
Jcui kKemepinin, aymakmol cy bacamosin sxcepiepoe OHbl MUiMOi KOI0aHy2a MYMKIHOIK bepeoi.
Ilocmypnai mypoe cy bacy macenecin weuty Oecemmep Hemece 0ambaiap cany apKblivl
JHcyzeze acvlpulivbin Kenodi. KuHamanvl-Kypacmulpmaivl, me3 MmMypaul3bLIamblH HCIHE OPbIH
ayvicmulpy2a 001amulH yillepee He2i30en2eH 3aMaHayu a2aul KYpbliblCbIHbIY epeKuenikmepi
MmypeviHoap enoi MeKkeHoepinoe 0e, UHBeCMUYUS MAPM) HCIHE 603eH MAHbL AYMAKMAPLIHLIH
MYpakmel OamMyblH apmmvlpy MAKCAMbIHOA MYPUSM HbICAHOAPLIHOA 0d KOJNOAHBLIYbL
MYMKIH.

Tyiiin ce3nep: cayiem, azawi Kypwlivlc, Cy 2#con0apwvl, el0i MeKeH, O3eH AHcaalay
QAUMARLIHBIH KYDbLIbICDL
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OCOBEHHOCTH JEPEBAHHOU 3ACTPOMKHU
MNOCEJIEHUH Y PEKA

E. Janmumua* ® , H. I[nMaKOB@

[IeH3eHCKMI TOCYIapCTBEHHBIN YHUBEPCUTET APXUTEKTYPBI U CTPOUTEIIBCTBA,
440028, Ilen3a, Poccus

AHHOTAUMA. B Oaunou cmamve npedcmasnenvl pe3yibmamvl UCCLEO08AHUS,
NOCBAUEHHO20 BbIABIEHUIO 0COOeHHOCmel MPAOUYUOHHOU U COBPEMEHHOU O0epessIHHOU
3acmpouKy  NOCeNeHuli, pPACHONONCEHHbIX 68 NpubpexcHou 30ne pek. [lepesannas
apxumexmypa 6 nauane 21 6. cHoa vlul1a HA NEPeOHUll Kpall COBPeMeHHOU 3aCMPOUKU 8
pamkax peutenus dKonocuyeckux npoonem. Illpeocmasnenvr uccue0o08anus 0epesaHHOul
3acmpouxu nocenenuti 8 Poccuu na pexax, pacnonoscennvix 6 Eeponetickot wacmu Poccuu u
6 Asuu — 3anaounas Cubupw. Bvlasnaiomcs 0C0OeHHOCMU OepPeBIHHOU apXUMeKmypol.
Obvexmamu uccned0o8anus AGNAIOMCA 30aHU U COOPYI*CEHUS U3 0epesdd, BblCMPOECHHbIE
60U3U  B00bl, HA MEPPUMOPUAX, NOOBEPHCEHHLIX  NOOMonjieHuro. Memodonozus
Uccne008anuusi OCHO8AHA HA KOMNIEKCHOM nooxode. B mom uucne, ¢ pabome nao cmamoveii
UCNONIBL308ANUCH, MaKue Memoobl, KAK aHAIU3 HAYYHLIX NYONUKayuil U 271eKmMpOHHbIX
pecypcos, XpOHONO2UYeCcKull U CPAGHUMENbHbIN aHAIU3, 0000ujeHue pe3yibmamos.
Hccneoosanue nokaszano, uymo OepeGsAHHAs 3ACMPOUKA, 6bINOJIHEHHAsI HA  OCHOBe
MPAOUYUOHHBIX  CNOCOD08 B8038e0eHuUsi (cpybosvle u30bl), a makKdice Co8PeMeHHas,
8bINOIHEHHASL C NPUMEHEHUEeM COBPEMEHHbIX CMPOUMENbHbIX MeXHON02Ull no obpabomke
oepesa, Moxcem Oblmb KEAIUPUYUPOBAHA KAK 6peMeHHas (He OMHOCAWAACe K
KanumaibHOMy CMpPOUmenscmaey), OUHAMUYHAsL, MOOUIbHAS, CNOCOOHAs K mpaHchopmayuu
u nepemeujenuto. Ilo0obHbvIe o0cobeHHOCMU OepesiaHHOU  aApXUmeKmypbl NO3801810M
aghhexmueno npumensms ee 8 YCI08UAX, CO30ABAEMbIX CMUXUEU 800bl, 8 NOCEIEHUAX HA
peKkax, Komopwvie CHOCOOHbI MeHAmMb pYyclo, 20€e Hacmo NOBbIUAEmCs YPOB8eHb B00bl,
obecneuusarowuti  noomonjenue meppumopuu. ITpaouyuonno peuwieHue npoodIEMb
noomonieHusi 8bINOJIHANOCL NPU NOMOWU CMpoumenscmsea naomun wiu oamo. OcobenHocmu
COBPEMEHHOU 0epeBAHHOU 3ACMPOUKU HA OCHOBE ObICMPOBO3800UMBIX COOPHO-PA3OOPHLIX
00M08, KOMOpble MONCHO nepemeujams, mMo2ym Obimsb UCNONb30BAHbI KAK 8 NOCENeHUAX Ol
Jrcumenetl, mak U Ha 00vbEKMAX mMypusma OAs NPUGTEeYEHUS UHBECMUYUL U NOBbIULEHUS]
VCMOUYUBOCNU PA3BUMUSL NPUPEYHBIX MEPPUMOPUIL.

KutoueBble ciioBa: apxumexmypa, 0epessiHHdas 3acmpolKa, 800Hble Nymu, nocejexue,
Nnpupeunas 3acmpouxa
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1 INTRODUCTION

Wood, as one of the oldest and most accessible building materials, has played a key role in the
architectural development of settlements for millennia. Its use was especially significant in forested
regions of the temperate zone, where this resource was readily available and widely used for the
construction of residential, xo3siictBenHbIX (outbuildings), and public structures. However, with the
advancement of construction technologies in the 20th century, wood was gradually replaced by
more durable materials such as concrete, brick, and metal. Modern construction, focused on high
standards of comfort and energy efficiency, also limited the widespread use of wood in mass devel-
opment.

Nevertheless, in recent decades, particularly in the context of global environmental challeng-
es, interest in wood as a building material has significantly increased. In the 21st century, wood has
become an important component of “green” construction, aimed at creating environmentally friend-
ly, energy-efficient, and climate-resilient buildings. This trend is associated with the need to reduce
carbon emissions, preserve natural resources, and adapt the built environment to climate change.

The return of wood to modern construction is closely related to the development of advanced
technologies for its processing and protection, which significantly increase its durability and re-
sistance to external factors. The environmental safety of wooden structures makes wood a promis-
ing material in the context of contemporary sustainability requirements.

Traditional wooden construction, based on accumulated empirical knowledge and craftsman-
ship, has always been closely linked to local natural and climatic conditions. This architectural her-
itage serves as a foundation for the development of modern eco-oriented and adaptive design solu-
tions.

This study examines the features of traditional wooden construction in settlements and its
modern development potential.

The problem of sustainable development of settlements with wooden buildings is particularly
acute in small and very small settlements located along rivers (Krasheninnikov, 2022).

The architectural and planning organization of waterfront areas has been widely studied in
scientific literature. Researchers propose conceptual models and design approaches for embank-
ments, as well as recommendations for improving the quality of coastal urban environments (Tuya-
kayeva & Kerimova, 2021).

Water is a vital resource for human settlements; however, it also creates significant challeng-
es, including flooding risks (Mukhamejanova et al., 2025). Therefore, rivers should be considered
as dynamic natural systems with constantly changing flow regimes and riverbeds.

Studies devoted to the pre-design analysis of waterfront areas emphasize the importance of
assessing spatial, functional, and environmental characteristics of territories, as well as the interac-
tion between natural landscapes and urban fabric (Tuyakayeva & Kerimova, 2021).

International experience in the architectural and spatial organization of coastal areas demon-
strates the effectiveness of integrated approaches based on sustainability principles, ecological bal-
ance, multifunctionality, and accessibility (Tuyakayeva & Kerimova, 2020).

Wooden buildings are primarily used in small settlements, where they play an important role
in shaping the architectural character and spatial structure of the built environment (Krasheninni-
kov & Kosenko, 2023). The use of wood is determined by its environmental sustainability, availa-
bility of local resources, energy efficiency, and its ability to create a human-scaled and comfortable
environment.

Modern studies also highlight challenges related to demographic changes, economic sustaina-
bility, and the need to modernize infrastructure while preserving the traditional appearance of set-
tlements (Krasheninnikov, 2024; Krasheninnikov & Kosenko, 2024). These works emphasize
the importance of integrated planning approaches combining functional efficiency, environmental
considerations, and preservation of architectural heritage.
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2 MATERIALS AND METHODS

The research methodology is based on a comprehensive interdisciplinary approach that inte-
grates architectural and urban planning analysis, historical and typological research, comparative
assessment, and generalisation of empirical data. This approach makes it possible to identify both
the stable traditional principles of wooden construction and the contemporary trends in its develop-
ment in riverine environments.

The theoretical framework of the study was formed through the analysis of scientific publica-
tions and electronic resources, including domestic and international research on wooden architec-
ture, traditional housing construction, and riverside development. In addition, electronic cartograph-
ic materials, archival photographs, and digital databases were used to ensure a comprehensive data
base.

The chronological method was applied to examine the evolution of wooden construction in
settlements located near rivers, tracing the transition from traditional log structures to modern pre-
fabricated systems. This method allowed for the identification of changes in planning solutions,
structural systems, and building placement in relation to water bodies, as well as the influence of
historical, socio-economic, and natural-climatic factors on the formation of riverside settlements.

The comparative method was used to determine regional and typological features of wooden
architecture under different natural and climatic conditions. It enabled the comparison of traditional
and modern wooden buildings, particularly in Siberian settlements, and the evaluation of differ-
ences in design solutions, spatial organization, and adaptation to flooding conditions.

Architectural and typological analysis was conducted to classify wooden buildings according
to their functional purpose (residential, commercial, and tourist facilities), as well as to examine
their spatial configurations, planning structures, and structural systems. This analysis made it possi-
ble to identify typical building models characteristic of riverine territories.

Urban planning and landscape analysis focused on assessing the interaction between buildings
and the natural environment, including their relationship with riverbeds, terrain, and flood-prone
areas. Special attention was paid to the degree of adaptation of buildings to fluctuating water levels
and to the environmental and spatial feasibility of wooden construction.

Structural and technological analysis was carried out to justify the use of wooden architecture
under flooding conditions. This included the study of traditional construction techniques (log cab-
ins, pile foundations, raised floors) as well as modern wood processing technologies, prefabricated
and modular systems. Particular emphasis was placed on evaluating the mobility, transformability,
and temporary nature of wooden structures.

The application of this integrated set of methods ensures a comprehensive and scientifically
grounded analysis of wooden construction in riverside settlements, revealing its adaptive, dynamic,
and sustainable characteristics in environments influenced by water.

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Wooden construction based on traditional log structures, as illustrated in Figure 1, has histor-
ically not been associated with capital construction. Capital construction is characterized by a rigid
connection to land and the impossibility of relocation without significant damage. According to Ar-
ticle 130 of the Civil Code of the Russian Federation, real estate includes land plots and all objects
firmly attached to the land, i.e., objects that cannot be moved without disproportionate damage to
their intended purpose (Civil Code of the Russian Federation, 2024). In contrast, wooden build-
ings may be constructed without deep foundations and can be assembled, disassembled, and trans-
ported, including in fully assembled form, which significantly increases their adaptability in unsta-
ble environmental conditions (Figure 2).
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Figure 1 —Wooden house, manufactured in a factory and assembled on site from individual elements
(Bevzenko, 2018)

Figure 2 — Transportation of an assembled log house (Bevzenko, 2018)

The problem of constructing wooden housing in settlements located near water bodies, partic-
ularly along rivers subject to seasonal flooding, has existed for centuries. Historically, this issue was
addressed through the construction of dams and hydraulic structures. However, despite technologi-
cal progress, this problem remains unresolved in many territories. It is particularly acute in remote
and sparsely populated regions, especially in Siberia, where hydrological processes are dynamic and
difficult to control.

Examples of such settlement development can be observed in Penza, located in the Volga re-
gion of European Russia within the Sura River basin, and in the settlements of the Middle Ob re-
gion in Western Siberia (Figures 3 and 4).
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Pool Sura riva is located in the center of
s B o the European part of Russia on the left
oBnACTS yeAWMA bank of the Volga River.

The pool area is 67,500 sq km. The fol-

lowing regions of the Russian Federation

are partially located on the territory:
borba Nizhny Novgorod, Penza and Ulyanovsk
regions; Mordovia and Chuvashia; a small
section of the right-bank floodplain in
front of it belongs to the Republic of Mari
El; the upper reaches of the Abyss River
are located in Tatarstan.

MOPAOBMF

The Sura basin partially includes small
territories of the Saratov region (the
sources of the Kalada River, Elan-Kalada,
NEMIEHCKAR = N Uz, Gryazukha.

OBNACTS

Y.

CAPATOBCKAR OBNACTL

Figure 3 — The Sura River basin, a right tributary of the Volga River (Kosaeva & Lapshina, 2025)

POCCHA

KASAXCTAH

Figure 4 — Ob River basin, Western Siberia, Russia (Danilkin, 2010)

The Sura River basin occupies a significant territory of European Russia with a total area of
approximately 67,500 km2 and includes parts of several administrative regions. The spatial organi-
zation of settlements within this basin has historically been closely linked to the hydrological char-

acteristics of the river system.

The historical development of Penza clearly demonstrates the interaction between wooden
construction and riverine conditions. The Penza fortress was established in 1663 using wooden
structures on the elevated bank of the Penza River, which flowed into the Sura River (Belorybkin,
2022; Kosaeva & Lapshina, 2025). The left bank of the river was fortified, while the right bank

remained low-lying and therefore more vulnerable to flooding processes (Figure 5).
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Figure 5 — The city of Penza: a) 19th-century city plan; b) 18th-century panorama of the wooden city
(Belorybkin, 2022)

In 1850, merchant P. V. Sergeev constructed a wooden paper mill on the right bank of the
Penza River (Vishnevskiy, 2001). The location of the factory was directly determined by the avail-
ability of water resources, which were essential for production processes. The industrial complex
was integrated into the natural hydrological system through channels, trenches, and artificial canals
connected to the Sura River (Figure 6).

Figure 6 — Paper plant "Mayak" of merchant P. V. Sergeev in Penza (Shishkin, 2012)

Significant anthropogenic intervention in the hydrological system occurred in the mid-19th
century, when a new channel was artificially created, which led to changes in water distribution. In
response to these changes, hydraulic structures, including dams, were constructed to regulate water
levels and stabilize industrial activity (Figure 7).
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Figure 7 — Dam on the Sura River near the village of Kurilovka (Shishkin, 2012)

At the beginning of the 20th century, seasonal flooding became a regular phenomenon in Pen-
za. Floodwaters periodically inundated the right bank of the river, where wooden buildings were
located, demonstrating the vulnerability of such development to hydrological processes (Figure 8).

Menaa. Pazanes p lenan,

b

Figure 8 — Flooding of the Penza River:
a) near Peski Island;
b) view from Peski Island to the monastery (Shishkin, 2012)
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Subsequently, the destruction of hydraulic structures resulted in the formation of a new river
channel, while the former channel transformed into a system of backwaters and lakes (Figure 9).
These processes illustrate the dynamic nature of river systems and their direct influence on settle-
ment structure.

Figure 9 - Map of Penza showing the new and old channels of the Sura River (Penza Yandex Map, 2025)

In the 1970s, the construction of a new dam upstream of Penza allowed for partial regulation
of the river regime, significantly reducing the risk of flooding in urban areas, including historically
formed wooden development (Figure 10).

Figure 10 — Peski Island in Penza:
a) view from the left bank;
b) view from the observation deck (author’s material)

However, such regulation is not characteristic of all riverine territories. In many regions, par-
ticularly in Siberia, river channels remain unstable, subject to seasonal changes, erosion processes,
and periodic flooding, which complicates the use of traditional capital construction methods.

This is confirmed by studies of the Middle Ob region, where settlements retain predominantly
wooden construction. According to research conducted in 2018 (History of rural settlements of
the Middle Ob region in geographical maps, 2018), settlements along the Ob River, from Parabel
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to Vertikos, are characterized by the preservation of traditional log housing construction (Figure
11).
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Figure 11 - Route of the expedition along the Ob River (History of rural settlements..., 2018)

In these territories, wooden buildings are often relocated due to flooding and changes in river
channels. Hydrological processes such as channel migration, merging of water flows, and drying of
secondary channels significantly influence the spatial organization of settlements (Figures 12-14).
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Figure 12 - Model of landscape changes near the settlement of Narym
(History of rural settlements...,2018)
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Figure 13 — Changes in the planning structure of the Narym settlement (18th—21st centuries)
(History of rural settlements..., 2018)

Figure 14 — Wooden houses in the village of Vertikos, Middle Ob region
(History of rural settlements..., 2018)

Since the 1980s, the Middle Ob region has experienced degradation of inhabited territories
due to complex hydrological conditions and socio-economic factors. Sustainable development in
such regions requires not only retrospective analysis but also the development of new planning
strategies, including the formation of tourist routes and adaptive settlement systems.
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In this context, modern wooden architecture, particularly modular and prefabricated housing,
represents a promising direction for development. Such buildings can be used in hard-to-reach terri-
tories, function as elements of tourist infrastructure, and provide flexible solutions adapted to
changing environmental conditions (Dimakov, 2025).
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Figure 15 — Modern modular wooden housing:
a) mini-house in operation;
b) two-module eco-house "Elbrus" (Sitnikov, 2025)

Thus, the analysis demonstrates that wooden construction in riverine settlements possesses a
high degree of adaptability. Its mobility, lightness, and transformability allow it to respond effec-
tively to flooding, river channel migration, and unstable natural conditions. In this regard, wooden
architecture should be considered not only as a traditional form of construction but also as a promis-
ing direction for the sustainable development of riverine territories.

4 CONCLUSIONS

The study demonstrates that wooden construction in riverine settlements in Russia is charac-
terized by a set of specific features determined by natural, historical, and socio-economic condi-
tions.

1. Wooden buildings are predominantly temporary or semi-temporary structures that are not
rigidly connected to a land plot, unlike capital construction. They can be erected without deep foun-
dations and, due to their structural simplicity and relatively low weight, can be assembled, disas-
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sembled, and relocated either as separate elements or as complete structures. This property has his-
torically enabled settlements to adapt to changes in river channels and seasonal flooding.

2. Traditional wooden architecture has been associated with a high degree of fire hazard and
susceptibility to decay, especially under conditions of high humidity and periodic flooding. Howev-
er, at the present stage, these limitations are significantly mitigated by modern wood processing and
protection technologies. Contemporary wood-based materials demonstrate increased fire resistance,
moisture resistance, and durability, which expands their applicability in riverine environments.

3. The development of modern modular and prefabricated wooden housing has led to the for-
mation of a new architectural typology characterized by a high level of comfort, energy efficiency,
and environmental sustainability. Such buildings can be effectively used in hard-to-reach areas, in-
cluding eco-settlements, rotational settlements, and temporary residential complexes intended for
tourism and seasonal habitation. Their mobility and transformability are particularly important for
territories with unstable hydrological regimes.

4. The analysis of settlements in the Volga region and Western Siberia confirms that wooden
architecture remains one of the most adaptive forms of construction in areas prone to periodic
flooding and river channel changes. In such conditions, traditional rigid solutions, including capital
construction and extensive shore reinforcement, are often less effective than flexible and adaptive
building systems.

5. Modern timber construction, combining traditional building principles with advanced tech-
nologies, represents a promising direction for the sustainable development of riverine territories. Its
use contributes to the preservation of cultural identity, reduction of environmental impact, and for-
mation of settlement systems capable of adapting to natural processes rather than resisting them.

Thus, wooden architecture in riverine settlements should be considered not as a relic of the
past, but as a strategically important direction for the development of architecture and urban plan-
ning, particularly in regions characterized by complex natural and hydrological conditions.
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