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Abstract. Modern trends of the time require significant changes in the spatial
planning, functional and artistic-image design of architectural objects, including
religious buildings as mosques. With the changing pace of life characteristic of the
era of globalization and the growing level of religious involvement in society, there is
a need for new architectural trends. These changes concern both the functional and
technological aspects as well as the visual characteristics of buildings, including
mosques, which must meet the requirements of modernity. This fact implies the
creation of architecture that can meet the needs of the religious community, ensure
inclusiveness, sustainability and conformity with modern technological and cultural
expectations of society. In modern conditions, mosques, as places of worship
designed for religious practices, must now become architectural objects that reflect
the dynamics of social, cultural and technological transformations. Our research
focuses on the study of examples of architectural solutions of modern mosques in the
world and Kazakhstan, which successfully combine innovation and tradition. We
analyze architectural and artistic techniques, stylistic trends and ways of adapting
the form of Islamic architecture buildings and their canonical components in
accordance with the needs of modern society. This study will identify key trends in the
integration of traditional architectural elements characteristic of different regions
with innovative solutions. This will help to substantiate the challenges of achieving a
balance between traditional architectural forms and modern technologies in the
context of global changes in architecture and technological progress.
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Anparna. Kazipei 3amanHuly ypoicmepi Ccayiem HblCAHOAPBIHbIY, COHbIH
iwinoe mewimmep cusKkmsl KVIbMMIK apXumekmypanvl 0d Koca anieauod,
KeHicmikmix-scocnapiay, (QYHKYUOHANObIK JHCoHE KOPKeM-00paszovlK uleuimoepine
eneyni eseepicmep eneizyoi manan emeoi. fanamoany 0ayipine mon omip vip2a2viHbly
e32epyi JHcaHe Koeamoa OiHU KAMbLCYOblH apmybl HCaHa cayiemmix ypoicmepee 0e2eH
Kaxcemminikmi  myovipoln  omwulp. bByn e3eepicmep  QYHKYUOHANObIK — dcoHe
MEXHONO2UANbIK ~— acnekmilepmer — Kamap, — Mmewimmepli — Koca — al2amoq,
eumapammapowly 6u3yanobl CUNAMMAMALAPLIH 04 KaMMuovl, o1ap Kasipel 3amau
mananmapuvina cat  oonyvl  muic. bByn owcazoati  Jinu  KaybImOacmuiKkmviy
Kaxcemminikmepin KaHagammaHowblpa aiamolH, UHKIIO3UGMILIKMI, OPHLIKMbLILIKNbL
KaMmMamacol3 ememin JcoHe KORAMHbIY Ka3ipel MexHON02UsANbIK dpi  MaOeHU
ymimmepine cail Kenemin cayiem Ya2iCiH Kaabinmacmulpyowbl Kezoeuodi. Kaszipei
Jgrcagoatioa mewimmep OiHU pacimoep MeH QYPulnmapobl OpPbIHOAY2A APHANZAH
KVIbMMIK ~ KYpulabimMoap peminoe eHOlI COYUOMIOEHU JHCIHe MEXHONO0SUSIbIK
mpancghopmayuanapovly Ccepninin OeuHelelmin cayiemmiK HblCaHOapea auHamybl
Kaxcem. bBi30iy 3epmmeyimiz xaszipei 3amauzvl mewimmepoiy UHHOBAYUSIAP MeH
dacmypiepOi commi YUMAcmoulpean apxXumexmypanivly uwewimoepiniy anemoeei
acone Kasaxcmamnoazvl muvlcanoapvin 3epmmeyze, apXumeKmypanblk-KOPKeMOiK
macinoepoi, cmuibOiKk 6ablmmapovl MandaAy2a HCaHe UCIAM CIVIEMIHIY umapam
niwiHOepin Kazipeli KOeaMHuIH Kajxcemmilikmepine cail Oetimoey Hconoapvl MeH
OHbIH KAHOHOBIK KYypamoac Oenikmepin Kapacmwipyea bazeimmanzan. byn sepmmey
mypni  eHipiepee MaH OICMYpLL  CIVIemMMIK dleMeHmmepoi UHHOBAYUSILIK
wewimoepmen Oipikmipyoeei Hezizel ypoicmepoi aHblKmayea MyMKiHOIK 6epedi. Byn
oacmypii cayiem Gopmanapvl MeH 3AMAHAYU MEXHOLOULLAD APACLIHOARbL mene-
meHOikmi cakmayza dazvlmmanean miHoemmepoi Hezizoeyze JHcol auaobl, acipece
apxumexkmypa MeH mexHoL02Usl CanacblH0azvl Hecahanovlk eszepicmep H#a20abiHOa.

Tylin ce3nep: mewim coynemi, aumMakmvlk cayiem, KyIbmmiK cayiem,
AUMAKMBIK CIUKECIK

* ABTOP-KOPPECOHAEHT
Payman /laypen6exoBa, e-mail: r.daurenbekova@kazgasa.kz

https://doi.org/10.51488/1680-080X/2025.2-01
Anpraaet 09 coyip 2025; Kaiita kapangst 20 mambip 2025; Kabsimaanasr 09 mayceim 2025.


file:///D:/РАБОЧИЙ%20СТОЛ/Вестник%202%20(96)-2025/Архитектура/Дауренбекова_Статья%20270/r.daurenbekova@kazgasa.kz
https://doi.org/10.51488/1680-080X/2025.2-01

QazBSQA Xa6apmbichl. Ne2 (96), 2025. Cayser

VIIK 726 (574)
MPHTH 67.07.03
HAYYHASI CTATBS

COBPEMEHHAS APXUTEKTYPA MEYETEM: BAJIAHC
MEXAY IJIOBAJIM3ZAHUEN U ITIOUCKOM PEI'MOHAJIBHOU
NAEHTUYHOCTH

J.T. Jauubexosa®, I.C. Aonpacuinosa’®, P.b. laypendexosal*®, H.I:x. Adaynaaena’

! Mesxynaponnas o6pasosarensHas koproparus, 050028, Anmarsl, Kazaxcran
2 Asep0aifpkaHCKHiT apXUTEKTYPHO-CTPOUTENIBHBIN YHUBEPCHTET, baky, Asepbaiimkan

Annorauusi. CospemeHnuvie 6GessHUS 8peMeHU MpeOVIom  3HAYUMENbHbIX
UBMeHEeHUll 6 O0OBbEMHO-NIAHUPOBOYHOM, (DYHKYUOHANLHOM U  XYOOHCECBEHHO-
00pA3HOM peulenuy apxXumeKkmypHoiX 00beKmos, 6KIYAs KYIbIMO8YI0 apXUMeKmypy
KaK mevemu. B ycnosusx uzmenenus memna JHCU3HU, XAPAKMEPHO2O Ol INOXU
2nobanuzayuu, U pacmyuje2o YpoeHs pelucUuO3HOU B081eUEHHOCMU 8 00ujecmeae
BO3HUKAem NOMPeOHOCMb 8 HOBbIX APXUMEKMYDHbIX MeHOeHyusx. Dmu nepemensl
KAcaomcesi Kaxk (QYHKYUOHAIbHBIX U MEXHOI02UYECKUX ACNeKmMO8, MAaK U 6U3)AlIbHbIX
Xapakmepucmux — 30aHull, BKIOYAs Meuemu, KOmopvle OONNCHbI  OMmEedams
mpebosanusim  cogpemenHocmu.  Jlannoi  pakm  npeononacaem — co30aHue
apxumexkmypul,  CHOCOOHOU  YOOBNEMBOPUMb  NOMPEOHOCMU — PENUSUOZHO2O
coobwecmea, obecneuumv UHKIIOZUBHOCHb, YCIMOUYUBOCb U  COOMBEMCMEUE
COBDEMEHHbIM — MEXHOLOSUYECKUM U KVIbMYDHLIM — OXCUOAHUSAM obwecmea. B
COBDEMEHHBIX VCIOBUAX MeYemu, KaK KVIbMOble COOPYICEHUS, NPEeOHA3HAYEHHble
OISl OMNPABLEHUS. PENUSUOZHBIX 00pP008 U pumyanos, OO0NJHCHbI Menepb CMmamb
APXUMEKMYPHLIMU  00bEKMamu, OMpaniCarowum OUHAMUKY COYUOKYIbMYPHLIX U
mexuonocuseckux —mpancgopmayuii. Hawe uccredosanue ghoxycupyiomes Ha
UCCe008AHUU NPUMEPOS APXUMEKMYPHBIX PEUEHUL COBPEMEHHbIX Meyuemell 6 Mupe u
Kazaxcmane, xomopvie ycnewHo couemaiom UHHOBAYUU U MPAOUYUU, AHATU3E
APXUMEKMYPHO-X) 00HCECMBEEHHBIX NPUEMOB, CIMUTUCMUYECKUX HANPABIeHUU U nymetl
aoanmayuu  Gopmebl  30aHUNL  UCLAMCKOU —apXUMEKmypbl U UX KAHOHUYeCKue
cocmassowue 8 COOMEEeMCmeuu ¢ HOMPEeOHOCMAMU COBPEMEHHO20 00ujecmad.
Jannoe uccredosanue no3eonum 6vls8UMb Kilo4esble MEHOEeHYUU 6 UHMmeSpayuu
MPAOUYUOHHBIX — APXUMEKMYPHBIX — JJIeMEHMO8, XAPAKMEPHBIX Ol PA3TUYHBIX
PecuoH08, ¢ UHHOBAYUOHHBIMU peuleHUsMU. Imo no38onum oOO0CHO8amb 3a0auu
oocmudiceHusi Oananca medxcoy mpaouyuoHHbIMU APXUMEKMYPHbIMU Gopmamu U
COBPEMEHHBIMU MEXHOIO2USMU 8 YCILOBUSX 2N00AIbHbIX UBMEHEHUNl 8 apXumexkmype u
MEXHONO2UUECKO20 NPpocpecca.
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1 INTRODUCTION

One of the most significant and relevant studies in modern architecture is the exploration and
preservation of regional identity. This study is influenced by the globalization process and its
challenges. The evolution of design strategies for modern mosques is taking place with these
challenges in mind. These challenges include: the need to unify architectural styles while preserving
local traditions, the impact of urbanization on space in the built environment, the importance of
environmental sustainability, and the need for technological innovation and inclusivity in design.

The incorporation of new approaches and innovative technologies contributes to a
comfortable, ecologically orientated architectural environment, while the strengthening of the
regional component in modern mosque architecture contributes to the preservation of cultural
content and the designation of local belonging.

It is worth noting that regional identity in architecture is not affixed style or image, but a
dynamic system based on an informed understanding of local traditions and the essential nature of
architecture within a specific location, as expressed through the unique vision of a local architect
(Abdrassilova & Murzagaliyeva, 2020, Danibekova, 2023).

A mosque is a stable type of religious building characterised by the presence of a number of
canonical architectural forms, a characteristic functional zoning and a set of rooms. As it happened,
these canons have always been preserved as unchanged as possible in Islamic cult architecture in
different regional conditions. Islamic architecture is based on three key elements of the spatial
planning of mosques. These are the minaret, mihrab and minbar, which are integral components of
the religious space, ensuring its functionality and image recognizability.

The architectural typology of public buildings and structures, adapted to modern trends,
develops basic principles of object formation based on their characteristic features, visual signs, and
functional content that correspond to the needs of modern society. This approach is emphasized in
the textbook ™Architectural Typology of Buildings and Structures,” which systematizes and
elaborates on principles for the development of building types that take into account their desired
features and characteristics (Zmeul & Makhanko, 2005).

In the context of global architectural trends and with the increasing interest in the dynamics of
mosque architecture, modern architects are now in search of new approaches to the aesthetics of
shaping religious buildings. Atypical architectural methods are required, which, within the
framework of religious canons and traditional principles of Islamic architecture, will allow adapting
mosques to the changing demands of society.

Modern architects are demonstrating radically new approaches to mosque design that differ
significantly from traditional solutions. This has led to a transformation of the traditional aesthetic
image of these sacred buildings. The changes are not only seen in the planning structure but also in
the functional range of mosques, which has expanded to meet the needs of today's Muslim society.
Architects are also proposing unconventional silhouettes and shapes for mosques that go beyond the
typical visual characteristics associated with these religious structures.

According to modern scholars, the architectural designs of mosques are subject to change,
transformation and adaptation to modern circumstances. Even elements that seem to be inviolate,
such as the mihrab and minaret, are being reconsidered: some contemporary architects from
Muslim-majority countries suggest that it is feasible to do away with these traditional features
(Muksinov & Babajanova, 2005, Shukurov, 2014, Syahid, 2018). In the search for a solution to
the challenge of achieving the uniqueness of mosque architecture, a balanced approach appears to
be the most promising. This approach is based on a harmonious combination of progressive
architectural innovation, local natural and climatic factors, cultural traditions, and Islamic
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architectural principles. This method has the potential to create a new paradigm in mosque
architecture that balances global trends with a recognition of regional identity, while maintaining
their functional and spiritual importance.

2 LITERATURE REVIEW

The scientific literature devoted to the study of mosque architecture has a wide range. The
canonical requirements for buildings and forms of mosques, their functional zoning, as well as the
evolution of architectural elements are considered in the studies of Frishman M., Khan H., Grabar
0., Necipoglu G. (Frishman & Khan, 1994, Grabar, 1978, Necipoglu, 1998).

The evolution of mosque architecture in the territory of Kazakhstan is studied: from simple
rectangular forms of the 9th-10th centuries, oriented on functionality, to more complex
constructions of the 11th-16th centuries with domes and minarets. The increase in the number of
mosques, their forms and elements were due to the growing influence of Islam and partial
integration of local architectural traditions. This issue was studied by prominent Kazakh scientist B.
Glaudinov (Glaudinov, 1999, Glaudinov, 2019, Kasymbekova & Glaudinov, 2012). The research
noted that during the 9" and 10th centuries, mosques in Kazakhstan were simple structures with
rectangular rooms. However, from the 11th to 16" centuries, more complex shapes such as domes
and minarets began to be used as important elements in mosque architecture.

The scientists have revealed the connection of local traditional features of Islamic religious
buildings with Persian and Ottoman architectural styles, characterized by the use of domed
structures, arched vaults, calligraphic and ornamental decorations. The problem of loss of unique
regional features of cult architecture in the conditions of globalization is considered in detail
(Galimzhanova & Glaudinova, 2011, Sadykova Sh., 2018, Beisenova & Samoilov, 2022,
Slieptsov et al., 2024). The focus of our research is on works containing studies of contemporary
trends in the development of mosque architecture in the 21st century with examples of
reinterpretation of their canonical forms and elements (Kisamedin, 2013, Shukurov, 2014,
Shanbayeva, Kantarbayeva & Mahoney, 2024, Putra et al., 2025, Mertyurek & Demirbas,
2023, Tamimi & Pankina, 2024).

3 MATERIALS AND METHODS

When cultural and architectural traditions are influenced by globalization and unification is
observed, it is important to find a balance between preservation of local specificity and adaptation
to modern requirements. Formation of architectural and spatial design of religious buildings and
their functions should be based on the context of the local environment with the integration of
domestic traditional elements. This should be done by considering climatic, cultural, historical,
socio-political, and economic factors in order to create a harmonious and appropriate design. This
requires the exploration of alternative design approaches that ensure a harmonious combination of
tradition and innovation within the modern architectural discourse.

The research is based on a comprehensive approach to understanding the balance between
global trends and local identity in modern mosque architecture. This includes a review of academic
literature, architectural projects, and periodicals, as well as an analysis of the architectural and
artistic techniques and stylistic trends used in mosque design. The goal is to identify conceptual
approaches and trends in the architectural and planning solutions used in various regions around the
world.

We also aim to identify patterns of regional development in mosque architecture, considering
the influence of climatic, socio-cultural, and economic factors. This is done by examining spatial
regional archetypes and their evolution through the principle of continuity, while also taking into
account modern interpretations.

In the works of contemporary architects, the concept of the exterior design, functional zoning,
and interior space in modern religious buildings challenges established design stereotypes. In the
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21st century has brought the realization that the invocation of the Creator (namaz) is the most
important part of Islam, and that canonical elements such as the dome, minaret, mihrab, etc. are not
directly related to the act of prayer itself. The fact that a Muslim needs only a small space oriented
towards Mecca for worship freed architects from being rigidly bound to the canonical forms of the
mosque, opening the way to a more free and flexible architectural approach.

By referring to the Quran, the sacred book of Islam, which does not provide specific
instructions on mosque architecture, modern architects are able to create contemporary
interpretations of religious structures (Wiebe, 2012). This led to a reconsideration of the
architectural form of mosques, with the focus on creating a space that was in line with their spiritual
function and open to architectural innovation, rather than simply following traditional elements.

4 RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

We have considered examples that demonstrate the possibility of creating a prayer space
without traditional domes and minarets. These examples focus on the search for regional identity
and take into account the local context.

Figure 1 shows the Masjid Al Irsyad Mosque (Bandung, Indonesia, 2010, architect Ridwan
Kamil), a giant parallelepiped structure with a transparent mihrab surrounded by a water tank. Here,
the open mihrab with views of nature is the compositional focal point of the entire structure, which
is completely atypical for the historically established image of a religious building. However, the
author considered that ‘a mosque is a place where Allah is worshipped...the shape of which depends
on human imagination and is not mentioned in the Qoran...and the dome does not signify Islam...’.
Thus, the dome as a canonical element of Islamic architecture was excluded from the general
concept of the building (Indonesia’s unique mosques, 2019).

The architect explained the decision to reject the use of a dome due to the specific local
conditions of the tropical climate. Dome and vaulted roof structures are traditionally used in hot and
dry regions of Central Asia, the Middle East, and the Near East as a means of protecting buildings
from excessive solar radiation by cooling the air inside the dome space (Murzagaliyeva &
Abdrassilova, 2018). R. Kamil selected the methods of constructing the building that are
appropriate for the conditions of the tropical climate, imbuing the structure with regional
characteristics. Some of the concrete blocks in the walls are hollow, providing natural ventilation
and daylighting for the interior of the mosque during the day.

The Assiaf Mosque (Singapore, Forum Architects) is an interesting example of a conscious
deviation from established forms of Islamic architecture in favor of a modern, functional and
culturally sensitive approach. The context of the city-state of Singapore is multinational and
multicultural. The architects refused to use elements characteristic of Muslim architecture and
formed a neutral architectural image devoid of strong ethno-confessional associations. Thus, the
project is characterized by pronounced local features: inclusiveness, universality. Along with the
desire for adaptability of architecture in the conditions of a global metropolis, the regional character
of the building is manifested in the consideration of local specific climatic conditions - high
humidity and tropical air temperature. Under these circumstances, the mosque project focuses on
reducing the number of enclosed spaces. Instead of traditional walls, open-work aluminum screens
with Arabic patterns are used, providing effective natural ventilation and lighting while
simultaneously creating a visual effect of lightness and partial "de-materialization" of the facade,
enhancing the building's connection to the environment.

In the course of studying modern trends in mosque architecture in the northern cities of the
United Arab Emirates, it has been found that square or rectangular plans remain the predominant
form for prayer halls (in 96% of cases). The long side of the building, as a rule, forms the gibla wall
with the mihrab located in the center, while the roofs are mostly flat. The main visual element that
determines the typology of these mosques is often a minaret, which is often designed in an abstract
or unconventional way. An in-depth study of the internal spatial organisation, lighting quality,
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acoustic characteristics, comfort microclimate and sustainability of architectural solutions, taking
into account the specificity of the local context, is emphasized (Awad, 2021).

The building of the Alacaatli Uluyol Mosque (Ankara) demonstrates the rejection of the
characteristic features of Ottoman cult architecture. Its architectural composition is based on a
simple cube shape, but it also incorporates a traditional dome and a modern addition - a sun
protection grid, due to Turkey's climate. The study conducted by the authors found significant
differences of the analyzed mosques from the classical Ottoman typology, which was confirmed by
a digital ranking of architectural parameters. This led to the development of a methodology for
analyzing and categorizing cult architecture, which offers opportunities for further discussion
(Mertyurek & Demirbas, 2023).

The uniqueness of a building's image, its forms, decorative elements and symbolic content is
maintained by culture and tradition, and on the contrary, can be lost as a result of unification and
borrowing of global architectural solutions (Abdrassilova et al., 2024, Abdrassilova &
Danibekova, 2021). The studied examples of modern religious buildings demonstrate the
introduction of progressive ideas of foreign architects. New approaches to design are used here,
which noticeably differ from traditional architectural canons by their greater contextuality. As a
result, new images of religious spaces have been formed, which often do not fit into the usual
canonical framework.

Mjid Al Irsyad Moue. General view (Indonesia’s Masjid Al Irsyad Mosque. View of mihrab (Photo of
unique mosques, 2019) the day, 2015)

ASSYAFAAH MOSQUE

amTTLCTS e roman

N
Assyafaah Mosque. General view (Buck, 2006) Assyafaah Mosque. Interior (Buck, 2006)

Figure 1 — The search for regional identity in modern mosque architecture: examples from world experience.
Over the past two decades, Kazakhstan, as a young independent country, has shown an active

desire for change and renewal in all areas of public life. This is especially true in the field of
architecture, where Kazakh architects are increasingly turning to unconventional techniques,
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methods, and forms. This trend is reflected in iconic buildings that are traditionally known for their
sustainability and restraint when it comes to innovation.

Modern religious architecture, including Islamic buildings, also needs to be transformed to
meet the challenges of our time. Its development should be based on a conscious departure from
traditional canons, which encourages the search for new ideas rooted in a specific place's context -
through its culture, natural features, and the formation of local symbols and artistic images. In
Figure 2 we present examples of mosques in Kazakhstan as experiments of progressive domestic
architects. Going beyond the usual traditionalism, the authors proposed non-standard spaces of
religious buildings, whose artistic and imaginative design reflect the regional identity and the spirit
of the time.

I\

Makhshur Zhusup Mosque. View of peshtak
(Kisamedin, 2012)

&Ryskeldi Kazhy Mosque. Interior (Inside, 2015 -

Burabai Mosque. General view (There is a beautiful
mosque, 2019)

Figure 2 - Modern architecture of mosques in Kazakhstan.

One of the examples of non-traditional architecture in Kazakhstan is the Mashkhur Zhusup
Mosque in Pavlodar, designed by architects T. Abilda, N. Kabudaliev, S. Yusupov and S. Dautov in
2001. Despite the use of traditional elements such as domes, minarets and peshtaks, its design is not
a direct copy of a classical pattern. Instead, it represents a modern interpretation of traditional
architecture through the use of local symbols and unconventional spatial planning solutions. ... the
mosque does not seem to be a repeat of the old pattern, ... its image is new, ... it easily corresponds
with traditions, ... but it is modern and expressive ...” (Kisamedin, 2012).

The tent-shaped silhouette of the building, based on an eight-pointed star, as well as dynamic
domed shapes and the monumental peshtak with a corrugated surface, refer to the architectural
heritage of Central Asia. In particular, these techniques are reminiscent of the mausoleums of the
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Karakhanids, which combine the symbols of the Kazakh steppe - the Khan's tent and the warrior
batyr - with sacred images that are important for local culture and help to create a unique
architectural identity.

If we set aside the external similarities of the mosque to the usual traditional image and focus
on enhancing the believer's sense of belonging to the sacred act of conversion to Almighty, and
create conditions for a profound spiritual connection, it can lead to a shift in the three-dimensional
and artistic design of mosques, focusing on the inner experience of the person. At the same time,
regional identity plays an important role, allowing mosque architecture to not only preserve its
spiritual significance, but also reflect the unique cultural, semantic, historical, and climatic
characteristics of a particular area, forming a truly authentic and harmonious sacred space.

The architecture of Burabai Mosque (Bl Group, 2019) in the Shchuchinsko-Borovsky resort
zone, designed by the company, is expressed in a cubic form (There is a beautiful mosque, 2019).
The choice of this form is due to the roots of the reference to the cube/platform, its symbolic
meaning going back centuries.

In traditional Kazakh architecture, cubic forms often formed the basis of religious buildings.
One example is the mausoleum of Aisha-bibi a cubic shaped building with a cone-shaped dome
with richly decorated walls (Glaudinov, 2019). According to the Kazakh scholar E. Baitenov, the
cubic form is a kind of spatial archetype ‘platform’. A compact centric volume (of a square,
rectangle, circle, polygon) has traditionally been the basis of the volumetric and spatial structure of
buildings, including religious buildings such as mausoleums, mosques, sacral complexes (Baitenov,
et al., 2019, Baitenov, 2024). Thus, the shape of a cube/platform symbolized stability, balance and
solidity, a symbol of the earth. As a culturally fixed archetype, the cube reflects the spiritual, ethnic
and historical basis of Kazakh architecture, reflecting the mentality and connection with the
traditional image of dwelling - the yurt. Using the example of the Burabai Mosque, reference to this
archetype contributes to the integration of the building into the cultural landscape and the
actualization of the modern appearance of religious buildings in new interpretations in order to
strengthen regional identity.

Let's consider the trend of rethinking traditional forms in the work of modern architects in
Kazakhstan, taking into account cultural archetypes and the use of modern technologies. The
Yryskeldi Kazhi Mosque’s building in Astana (arch. S. Dzhambulatov, 2018) uses non-standard
shapes, such as triangular walls and a dome, which image is an inverted lotus flower. This
postmodern style meets the current demand for zero consumption of non-renewable energy (Inside,
2018). The use of solar panels helps solve the environmental problem by reducing energy costs and
provides a modern approach to integrating traditional symbols into modern architecture, shifting the
focus from traditional Islamic architecture towards innovation.

The last two examples considered are examples of a minimalist approach, which seem to
reflect current trends in architecture. However, simplicity of form, restraint, and modesty in the
design of sacred spaces have always been inherent in the local population due to the influence of
Sufism. Sufism originated in the 7th-9™" centuries as a mystical and ascetic branch of Islam and had
a significant impact on the spiritual culture and architecture of Kazakhstan.

In cult architecture, this was reflected in the desire to create private, meditative spaces that
encourage inner concentration and spiritual purity. Sufi ideas were widely spread in the region due
to the efforts of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi, the founder of the Turkic Sufi tradition, who blended Islamic
spirituality with traditional nomadic customs. As a result, a unique architectural style emerged,
characterized by simplicity, profound symbolism, and ascetic spatial planning (Abdrassilova,
Murzagaliyeva & Kuc, 2021, Orynbekov, 2005).
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Figure 3 shows how simple forms of cube, pyramid, as archetypes (according to the research
of E. Baitenov) in Kazakhstani architecture serve as a bridge between tradition and modern
architectural solutions, strengthen cultural identity and reflect the aspiration to innovation.

AN

/1\ AN AN N
11 1
//\ AR\
N |
A

«Burabai Mosque» | a

Figure 3 — Archetypes in modern interpretations of mosque architecture in Kazakhstan (authors’ material).
5 CONCLUSIONS

Studies have shown that in the conditions of globalization the modern mosqgue is now open to
change, the architectural appearance of which is formed at the intersection of tradition and
innovation, past and present. The essential importance of this aspect is that the architecture of
religious buildings can be enriched by taking into account the local socio-cultural identity and
spatial environment. A delicate correspondence to the local multinational and multicultural
environment as in the case of the Assiaf Mosque in Singapore, or consideration of the philosophical
underpinnings of ancient traditions and beliefs such as Sufism can be an important guideline in the
search for authentic architectural expression. Contextualized architecture of mosques, in turn,
contributes to the formation of a mature and conscious society, aware of its own religious and socio-
cultural identity. On the example of a developing country like Kazakhstan, this direction becomes
especially relevant when architecture becomes an important element reflecting the state priorities
and missions aimed at strengthening the country's position in the international arena. Thus:

1. In the conditions of growing globalization processes in Kazakhstan, regional architecture
based on the adaptation of artistic image and form to the local context is called to solve the problem
of revival of traditions, preservation of identity with strengthening of identity;

2. Taking into account the local specifics of multinationalism and multiculturalism of the
environment will ensure cultural relevance, achieving balance and inclusiveness;

3. Mandatory integration of ecologically oriented modern technologies and architectural
trends into the system of designing religious buildings will support compliance with the global
trend - sustainable development.

4. Dialogue with the environment, the ability to adapt to changing conditions of the time and
active interaction with the local cultural context will allow to go beyond the established norms in
the design of modern mosque buildings balancing between globalization and the search for regional
identity.
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